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Visit the Searchlight Magazine website 
to access articles from the latest and 
previous issues of the magazines. 
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Lest we forget 
SIXTY-FIVE YEARS AGO this month 


hundreds of thousands of soldiers set sail for 
France in a bid to rid Europe of Hitler’s Nazis. 
They were backed up by millions of men and 
women who were helping the war on the home 
front. We will be forever indebted to that 
generation, some British, many not. 

This month we have our D-Day, but this time 
the enemy is within. The BNP might have 
changed their image but their underlying 
philosophy remains the same. Even during this 
election their mask of respectability has slipped. 
They have been caught out lying, cheating 
and distorting facts. Their members have been 
involved in violence and their leaders cavort with 
fascists across the continent. 

But just as an earlier generation stepped up to 
face the threat, so we are calling on our readers 
to do the same now. The fight might be 
different but it is a vital one all the same. We are 
designating Tuesday 2 June as our D-Day, the 
day that we ensure that Democracy triumphs 
over fascism. It is a battle of HOPE and hate. 

On Tuesday 2 June we are organising 
events across the country in one last push to 
remind voters of the importance of voting and 
rejecting the BNP. The MPs’ expenses scandal 
has been a disaster and we have been badly let 
down by some of our elected representatives. 
Unfortunately we cannot rely on the mainstream 
parties to motivate and mobilise their voters so it 
is being left to people like us. It is now our job to 
tell our family, friends, neighbours and colleagues 
that it is vital that they vote. It is being left to 
thousands of activists, many of whom have been 
never done anything political before, to spread 
the word to the general public. 

The HOPE not hate campaign has been more 
active than any of the political parties contesting 
these elections. Thousands of people have 
already been involved in delivering 2,275,000 
newspapers and leaflets. It has already been an 
unbelievable achievement and I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you all. 

But we have one more job to do and that is 
to deliver 500,000 leaflets on 2 June. This is 
our D-Day. Let us remember those who gave 
so much defending Britain 65 years ago by 
ensuring that the BNP do not get elected to the 
European Parliament. 

Visit www.hopenothate.org.uk for details 
of an event near you or to organise your own 
event. — 


_ | The HOPE not 
akes to the: 


With the election still two weeks away the 2009 HOPE not hate 
campaign is already the largest anti-fascist campaign to date. 
So far we have printed 2,275,000 leaflets and newspapers; even so 
we have nearly run out. 
Just as importantly, we have mobilised thousands of people, 
many for the very first time. There have been 174 events so far, | 
with another 200 planned between now and polling day. Most of | 
these will be on our crucial day of action - 2 June - which we are now | 
calling our D-Day. | 
The North West has seen the largest campaign on the ground with 
1,200,000 newspapers and leaflets printed and distributed. Yorkshire 
has seen over 500,000 leaflets distributed, including 200,000 aimed at 
the county’s large Muslim population. In the Midlands over 250,000 
newspapers and leaflets have already been circulated. 
verti see Hereisa flavour of the campaign around the country. Amore | 
so eR comprehensive survey will appear in our July edition. 
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UNISON NORTH WEST AND UNION FRIDAY 


UNISON’s campaign on Union Friday, 15 May, built on months 
of work raising the election as an issue with activists at branch and 
regional meetings and through union newsletters. Our task was to 
take our message from the 6,388 members we spoke to directly, 

1 in 31, to all our 200,000 members. UNISON members work in 
local councils, the health service, the utilities, police, fire and 
transport. All played their part. 

We sought to reach members through circulating 50,000 
customised HOPE not hate tabloids to members at workplaces on 
Union Friday. We also organised city centre activity aimed at the 
general public. In Manchester we covered Victoria station, Albert 
Square and Piccadilly, giving out well over 10,000 leaflets. Council 


buildings, the city college and numerous health trusts were covered. 


The Ambulance branches are reaching 4,000 workers with a 
newsletter. Most of Greater Manchester was covered: Trafford, 
Bolton, Bury, Salford, Rochdale, Oldham, Wigan, Tameside and 
Stockport. Bolton Health followed up distributing tabloids by 
speaking directly to members. 

Lancashire was similarly well covered, with all workplaces 
receiving tabloids and activity outside hospitals in Preston and 
Blackburn. Blackburn, Burnley, Pendle and Ribble Valley, where 
the BNP has been active for some years, fully covered members 
working in local authorities. Blackburn have developed a “get out 
and vote” campaign. Housing trust members in Burnley and 
Blackburn got involved. 

Liverpool, the Wirral, Knowsley and Sefton also saw major 
activity in health and local government branches with at least 
10,000 papers going out, likewise in Cheshire. 

Cumbria has seen a particular invasion by the BNP, and 
branches have supported the campaign to stop the BNP gaining a 
foothold. Workplace leafleting in Cumbria and the health trusts 
was followed by activities in the centre of Carlisle. 


~~ 


Crowd at the Eddie Izzard HOPE not hate saat in Manchester 


WIGAN & LEIGH 
Fran McCaul 


Over 130 people have already been involved in the 
campaign in Wigan & Leigh and between them they 
have delivered 40,000 leaflets across the borough. 

What is most encouraging is that so many new people 
are getting involved in the campaign. Forty people from 
a church in Ashton got together and delivered leaflets 
across two wards and nine young women from the local 
college turned up on our day of action after hearing a 
speaker from our local group. 

Almost 20 teathers from one school attended the 
Eddie Izzard HOPE not hate night in Manchester and 
agreed to leaflet a ward after school. 

The membership of our group has doubled during 
the campaign. 


THOMPSONS SOLICITORS 


Thompsons staff in the North West 
came out in force to support our key 
days of action. Following a HOPE not 
hate briefing session in front of 
60 staff, the law firm took it upon 
themselves to leaflet a ward in 
Manchester and another in Liverpool. 
More seem set to join further 
activities as election day approaches. 
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FBU BLITZ SCARBOROUGH 


Lorraine Fitzsimons 


The Fire Brigades Union struck a blow for HOPE not hate when its conference in 
Scarborough threw its full weight behind the campaign. Three hundred delegates 
wore the new HOPE not hate T-shirts and over 100 came out for a mass leafleting 
of the town. 

A HOPE not hate motion was passed unanimously. “They [the BNP] are trying 
to dress themselves up as respectable in the press,” Steve Harman from Lancashire, 
who moved the motion, told delegates. 

“And they are capitalising on the failure of mainstream political parties, 
particularly the recent expenses scandal.” 

Steve has also been central in the distribution of 70,000 HOPE not hate 
newspapers across Preston, Chorley and South Ribble. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


Wolverhampton Trades Council took the 
lead in anti-BNP leafleting in the city, 
but threw the doors open to people of all 
faiths and shades of political persuasion 
in their quest to defeat the BNP. 

Hope Not hate organiser Nick Kelleher 
ran a series of email and letter campaigns 
among friends, contacts and colleagues 
with the result that over 30 people arrived 
on 10 May ready for action. 

Speaking after their first day of action, Kelleher told us: “A large number of 
people came to the Wolverhampton Trades Council’s May Day event and heard 
Matthew Collins from Searchlight speak. I think it helped galvanise support 
because we have now delivered over 20,000 pieces of literature from 
Searchlight/HOPE not hate, including thousands of the leaflets aimed at 
Christians, right across the city.” 

Initially the Wolverhampton group was going to target only the BME vote, but 
after students in Birmingham heard about the excellent spread activists in 
Wolverhampton were tucking into after leafleting, and the tremendous response to 
his “call to arms”, Nick decided to organise another leafleting session with 
reinforcements of the HOPE not hate newspapers towards the end of May to 
encourage the interlopers from Birmingham University to bring more hungry 
mouths to his table. 


OLDHAM 
Bob Brown (OUAR) 


Thirty-five volunteers from across the borough of Oldham came out to support the 
local anti-BNP campaign on our day of action in mid-May. We asked volunteers to 
commit to just two hours’ leafleting and we estimate the total delivered at around 
10,000 newspapers. 

People from all walks of life helped out. We had vicars, local councillors, trade 
union members and community activists, all united in delivering the message of 
HOPE not hate. We were particularly pleased that several new people joined us 
through the HOPE not hate website. 

The campaign is getting bigger all the time with people taking bundles and 
armfuls of leaflets away with them to distribute in their neighbourhood, workplace 
or place of worship. More days of activity are planned and we ask people to keep their 
eye on the HOPE not hate site for details. 


NOTTINGHAM 


Nottingham activists delivered 12,000 papers in one busy day 


that saw the city targeted by three different campaigns 
simultaneously. Organiser Louisa Wass Griffiths from Unison 
was taken aback by people’s enthusiasm. “The students in 
particular were magnificent,” she told us. “At a time when 
people’s confidence in the political process is understandably 
low, to see so many young people with a real desire to take up 
the challenge with so much enthusiasm was magnificent. 

“We had 30 people come in, from the unions, the political 
parties and just ordinary members of the public as well as 
students, taking papers to lead the fight. I am so very proud of 
our association with Searchlight and the work it is doing.” 
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BEATING THE RAIN IN LEICESTER 


Forty anti-fascist activists in 
Leicester delivered some 
15,000 HOPE not hate 
newspapers on Sunday 17 May. 

Joined by members of all 
Leicester’s faith groups and the 
Daily Mirror team, activists 
took to the streets of Belgrave & : 
before moving further out into the ae over four ae Wie 
the threat of rain amazingly held off. 

By the time the heavens opened, everyone was safely 
ensconced inside the Belgrave Community Centre for an 
afternoon of song provided by the Leicester Amika choir and 
the trade union activists of the Red Leicester choir, who sang 
progressive and trade union songs of struggle, faith, 
comradeship and hope. 

Lancashire’s super-activist, Jason Hunter, sprang to mind 
when the most magnificent curry arrived mid-afternoon. 
Jason would have enjoyed what was the hottest HOPE not 
hate curry I can remember. 

The day could not have been the success it was without the 
magnificent planning and co-ordination of Harish Patel and 
his friends and colleagues from the Indian community, local 
councillors and Unite the Union. 

“We have to spread the message of hope,” Harish said. 

“We have to all be united against hatred and united in hope. 
Nobody here, no matter their faith or their background, wants 
the BNP speaking for Leicester.” 


SANDWELL DAY OF ACTION 


The first Sandwell Day of Action in Smethwick went 
brilliantly with over 8,000 newspapers delivered today. 

On top of that, several thousand newspapers were taken by 
local groups to be delivered in the next few days. 

Gurinder Josan said, "we had a very successful day with 
many new people joining us and several people promising to 
come back and help us on our second Sandwell Day of Action 
in West Bromwich on 30th May". 

West Bromwich West MP Adrian Bailey joined the group 
during the lunch break. Speaking to the volunteers, Adrian 
reminded everybody of the importance of the work they were 
doing and that the BNP had nothing positive to offer people 
in places such as Sandwell. 

A fabulous curry was enjoyed by the volunteers and there 
was enough to share with around 40 elderly people attending 
a drop-in session at the neighbouring hall. 


Smethwick day of action 9 May 
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LEEDS 
Alex Sobel 


Sunday 17 May saw over 70 activists deliver more than 
30,000 leaflets in communities all over Leeds from centres 
in Chapeltown and Belle Isle. Activists from church groups, 
Sikh temples, trade unions, community groups and an 
individual who had been tweeted by Eddie Izzard went into 
Chapeltown, Harehills, Woodhouse, Roundhay, Moortown, 
Belle Isle and Beeston to bring the message that Leeds did 
not want, and would be campaigning against, the possibility 
of a BNP representative in the European Parliament. 

One activist recalled being involved in anti-fascist groups 
in the 1980s when Andrew Brons, who is now the number 
one candidate on the BNP list, regularly inflamed racial 
tensions in the city and incited violence against the black 
and Jewish communities when he was the leader of the 
National Front. 

We had a great response and many more offered to deliver 
leaflets in their own time. Out on the streets we enjoyed an 
enthusiastic reception from people who are a bit jaded by 
the goings-on in Westminster, but said they were committed 
to go out and vote to make sure they were not represented by 
the BNP. 

I am really grateful to those who came and there is still 
plenty to do before 4 June, so if you want to help please get 
in touch. 


of Parliament 


THURROCK 


Sam Tarry 


Tilbury in Thurrock, Essex, has a strong BNP presence but 
if the enthusiasm of the 25 HOPE not hate activists who 
turned out on Sunday 17 May is anything to go by, the BNP 
will surely be seen off. 

Mick Rankin, 17, said: “It’s been a weekend of HOPE for 
me, I helped out at the fantastic day of action in Barking 
yesterday and then today we're out here in Tilbury delivering 
a hard-hitting anti- BNP message. 

“My parents are from Northern Ireland and I know all too 
well that the extreme-right BNP are linked with loyalist 
terrorists and that they regard the Irish in a similar racist 
way to black and Asian people.” 

By midday every home in the ward had received a double 
whammy of HOP not hate and Usdaw anti-BNP leaflets. 
Local councillor Val Morris-Cook said: “With all the hard 
work we put in I’m sure we are going to drive the BNP out 
of Thurrock completely. Thanks so much to all the support 
that HOPE not hate always give us.” 


Students turn out for HOPE 


Sam Tarry, HOPE not hate student organiser, reports from 


the campaign trail. 


THE LAUNCH of the student HOPE not 
hate campaign at the National Union 
of Students conference in Blackpool 
over Easter seems a distant memory, 
so many student HOPE not hate 
events have happened since then. 
Hundreds of students signed up at the 
conference; the experience of turning 
their commitments into action has 
challenged the idea that young 
people are apathetic about politics. 

One of the first places to organise an 
event was Bucks University in High 
Wycombe, where a super enthusiastic 
team, who even printed their own 
HOPE not hate t-shirts, ensured the 
campus campaign to recruit students 
for HOPE was a massive success. With a 
live DJ throughout the day followed 
by a band, dozens of volunteers and 
the student union building decorated 
in HOPE not hate balloons and 
posters, it wasn’t long before they had 
signed up over 200 students. 

After Bucks Uni had laid down the 
gauntlet prospects were looking 
exciting for Student Sunday, our 
national day of student campaigning. 
The commitments from NUS 
conference resulted in a list of nearly 
50 places preparing to put on a day of 
action on 10 May to raise awareness of 
the BNP threat, get students 
registered to vote and get out in the 
community to deliver HOPE not hate 
campaign materials. 

As part of the campaign we held a 
successful NUS training day at 


Manchester Metropolitan University 


with around 50 students attending 
from Bristol to Swansea, Leeds to 
Edinburgh, Liverpool to Durham, 
Lancaster to Peterborough, 
Birmingham to Nottingham and many 
more besides. After an opening 
session addressed by Susan Nash from 
NUS, Nick Lowles, the HOPE not hate 
coordinator, and myself, students got 
down to the business of mapping out 


campaigns in their colleges and 
communities. 

Many universities put on 
preliminary events to build for 
Student Sunday. Hull ran a 


promotional stall on campus every 
day for a week, Birmingham Uni held 
an awareness event and_ sign-up 
session with music, and the University 
of Central Lancashire linked up with 
the local Fire Brigades Union to 
plan activities and run street stalls. 
There were sign-up stalls and voter 
registration events in Bristol and in 
Aberdeen, where the threat of the BNP 
is not as great as in England, students 
built a HOPE not hate float for the 
annual Torcher Parade to raise money 
for the campaign. 

Over 60 student campaign packs 
were sent out before Student Sunday, 
containing stickers, balloons, sign-up 
cards, leaflets focussed on LGBT 
people, Christians and women under 
threat from the BNP. For the day itself, 
we sent out over 100,000 leaflets to 
students across the country. 

The day before Student Sunday, 
Bristol students put on a rally and 


leafleting session in the city centre 
with over 50 people, including trade 
unionists and a cross party group of 
activists. On the Sunday hard-hitting 
anti-BNP material was delivered to 
every home in a ward where the BNP 
polled strongly last year. 

In Hull preparations had gone so 
well that, after the strong team of 
activists had delivered their 12,000 
leaflets, they ordered another 10,000 
to deliver in the following weeks. 
In York a fantastic effort saw over 50 
people joining the campaign day, 
which they kicked off by unfurling a 
huge banner down the front of the 
student union building before 
heading off to deliver thousands of 
the Yorkshire HOPE not hate tabloid. 

Further activities took place in 
Birmingham, Lincoln, Warwick, Leeds, 
Liverpool, Sheffield, Kent, Norwich and 
Portsmouth. In Norwich the Varsity 
football match started with the teams 
running out in HOPE not hate t-shirts 
before students went off to deliver 
HOPE not hate leaflets locally. 

Some colleges held activities 
after Student Sunday. Roehampton 
University held a big day of action the 
following weekend including a HOPE 
not hate parade. Newcastle Uni had a 
massive HOPE not hate day on campus 
which started with the release of 
200 yellow balloons. Plymouth and 
Bournemouth also went later and have 
planned many more activities, as 
have Falmouth and Dartington College 
of Arts, Lancaster, Loughborough and 
Leicester Universities. 

Cornwall College students have set 
up a local HOPE not hate website 
and plan activities. University College 
London will hold a week of HOPE 
not hate activities before polling day, 
Peterborough College are putting to- 
gether a campaign day, as are Swansea. 
Several colleges are planning a second 
day of action. 

* Who said all students do is get up 
late and go to the pub? HOPE has 
been delivered by students across 
the country from Aberdeen all the way 
to Cornwall. ~<a 
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(main image) British 
jobs for British 
workers: odd job man 
Richard Barnbrook, 
the BNP’s London 
Assembly member 


(below) a smirk from 
BNP leader Nick Griffin 
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HE BNP CHOSE Grays in 

Essex for the official press 

launch of its campaign 
on 11 May. In typical cloak 
and dagger style, media 
representatives had to meet in 
an Aldi car park, from where 
they were redirected to a 
municipal theatre, though not 
before seeing police ordering 
off a mini version of the BNP’s 
“lie lorry”. 

BNP activists had followed 
the same route an hour and a 
half earlier. Yet despite an 
instruction to all candidates 
and as many activists as 
possible to attend, the theatre 
was barely one-third full with 
fewer than 100 present. 

A handful of burly stewards 
were tasked with stopping 
the media from speaking to 
ordinary members. 

A series of _ technical 
setbacks came close to 
turning the event into a fiasco. 
The show finally opened 
with an amateurish piece of 
theatre involving activists 
wearing pig masks grubbing 
in troughs filled with fake 
money. The BNP was hoping 
to ride to power on the back 
of the Westminster sleaze 
revelations. 

Reverting to type some 
party members could not 
resist shouting abuse at 
women journalists as they left 
the event. ~<a 


Investigation 


BNP campaign com 


By Sonia Gable 


We rather it 
hadnt happened! 


That was the conclusion of Martin 
Wingfield, editor of the British 
National Party's Voice of Freedom 
monthly, on the MPs’ expenses scandal. 
He was writing three weeks before 
polling day amid growing signs that the 
BNP’s campaign for the European 
election was falling apart. 

MPs expenses had come on top of the 
“economic meltdown, credit crunch, 
Muslim threat, the loony left, 
employment, and home repossessions” 
combined with “a hated government 
and a mealy-mouthed Tory party” that 
Griffin claimed in a fundraising appeal 
in March would create a “perfect 
political storm” that would “result in this 
party exploding onto the world stage by 
taking several seats in the European 
Parliament”. 

Yet even after days of media focus on 
political sleaze the opinion polls were 
reporting that the BNP was still only 
attracting 3-4% of the vote, far short of 
what it needed to win even one seat in 
Europe. It was the eurosceptic UK 
Independence Party to which 


disillusioned voters were turning. 

Wingfield put it down to the “voter 
volatility” that the expenses scandal had 
caused. “Without the expenses scandal, 
the BNP was quietly working towards 
having three MEPs elected on June 
Ath,” he wrote. “It would have taken a 
political earthquake to stop us winning 
in the North West, Yorkshire and the 
West Midlands ... and now, of course, 
that is exactly what has happened.” 

What had happened was that the 
BNP had attracted the attention it 
craved, but the media were not playing 
ball. Journalists, with a little help from 
Searchlight, were looking beyond the 
BNP’s carefully cultivated veneer of 
respectability and finding the same old 
fascist party it had always been. 

The media did not have to dig far to 
find the BNP’s racism and 
shamefulness, which led Richard 
Pendlebury in the Mai/ on Sunday to 
describe it as “a marginal group with a 
rotten ideological core”. There was the 
embarrassing Activists’ and Organisers’ 
Handbook, which found it necessary to 
tell members not to look and behave 
like thugs and banned them from 
setting up local BNP websites and blogs 
because “they cant write proper 


British Jobs For British 


“I'm voting BNP because 
| see what immigration is 
doing to our NHS. As a 
Doctor | want to see an 
end to health tourism and 
to make sure that British 
nurses are employed and 
paid fairly.” 


“We're fed up with being 
sent ill-equipped into 
foreign wars. The BNP 
Ti Molatare Melt im tgerey of) 
home and ensure that 
British soldiers are not 

; abused on the streets of 

. our cities by Muslims.” 


Oppose the dangerous drive 
- backed by the other main 
parties - to give 80 million 
low-wage, Muslim Turks the 
right to swamp Britain. 
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(left to right) Fascist conference-goer Simon 
Darby; Martin Wingfield worried about voter 
volatility; Bob Bailey cannot remember 
emailing threats 


English” and “get carried away 


promoting cyberspace conspiracy 
theories which, even if true, strike the 
public as barking mad”. 


Then there was the Language and 
Discipline Manual, which instructed 
members not to refer to “Black 
Britons” and “Asian Britons” 
because “such persons do 
. not exist”. Exposure 
. forced party bosses 
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‘HE FALKLANDS 


“We're with the Bri 
National Party bec: 
it's not fair that ped 
who've worked ha 
paid in all their lives 
pushed to the back 4 
queue behind bogus 
asylum seekers.” 


“As a mother and wife | 
want to ensure that our 
children have a future. 
Our taxes should be 
invested in education and 
job creation, not wasted 
on paying bureaucrats or 


bankers’ bonuses.” 


ecause it’s not racist to oppose mass immigratio! 
id political correctness - it's common sense!” _— 
ats why millions of people will be voting BNP on June 4th 
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quickly to rewrite it. 
The media revis- 
ited other episodes 
that the BNP 
would have prefer- 
red forgotten, such 
as the participation 
of its deputy leader, 
Simon Darby, at a 
fascist conference in 
Milan in April, where he 
was greeted by fascist stiff- 
right-arm salutes. The BNP’s claim that 
Private Johnson Beharry did not 
deserve his Victoria Cross and was only 
awarded it because he was black came 
back to haunt the party. 

Darby came out with a clumsy attack 
on the Archbishop of York, John 
Sentamu, describing him as an 
“ambitious African’ and referring to his 
fellow Ugandans as spear-throwers. 
The BNP demanded that a banned Ku 
Klux Klan leader should be allowed to 
enter Britain, but was less keen on 
Gurkhas, with Griffin on Radio 5 Live 
describing them as “mercenaries” and 
saying, “We dont think the most 
overcrowded country in Europe can 
realistically say, ‘Look, you can all come 
and all your relatives’.” 

It did not help the BNP campaign 
when Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s 
most senior elected politician, got an 
airing for his admission that he had 
invented three murders in Barking and 
Dagenham to highlight knife crime, a 
claim for which he could be suspended 
from the London Assembly for up to 
six months. 

And Bob Bailey, the BNP’s London 


organiser, was caught mass mailing 


Invented three murders: BNP London 
Assembly member Richard Barnbrook 


implicitly threatening emails to anti- 
fascists. When challenged he said 
lamely: “I’m not denying I sent it but 
I can't remember”. 

There was worse, far worse. 
The BNP’s main slogan for the 
campaign is “British jobs for British 
workers”. It is illustrated ubiquitously 
by a picture of three white men in 
hard hats in front of a Union Flag. 
But they were no British workers. 

The BNP had bought the image from 
a picture agency. The men were 
American models who posed for a gen- 
eral photo shoot in Portland, Oregon. 

Other images on the millions of 
election leaflets the BNP had printed 
for distribution by the Royal Mail had 
also come from agencies. Alongside a 
white pensioner couple are the words: 
“We've seen how this country has 
declined under the present government 
and we're voting BNP because they will 
put pensioners before asylum seekers 
and ensure our future.” 

The couple turned out to be the 
Italian parents of the agency photo- 
grapher, who were appalled that their 
picture had been used to spread 
far-right propaganda. A doctor, a 
Guardsman and a mother, all quoted 
supporting the BNP, were no more 
genuine. 

The former Scots Guards NCO 
Stuart Walker was shocked when the 
leaflet dropped through his letterbox 
with his picture and the made-up quote 
implying he would back the BNP 
because the party would stop soldiers 
being “abused” by Muslims. “They are 
scumbags and Id never vote for them in 
a million years,” he told The Sun, adding 


that when he phoned the BNP to 
complain he was told to “f** off”. 

The only British voters on the leaflets 
were the Cass family, who in last year’s 
local elections appeared on BNP 


material all around the country 
pretending to be local voters - 
everywhere. Deceit is nothing new for 
the BNP. 

The pictures were not the only lies. 
The leaflet outlined three key BNP 
pledges. One was to oppose “the 
dangerous drive ... to give 80 million 
low-wage, Muslim Turks the right to 
swamp Britain’. But the population of 
Turkey is only just over 75 million and 
growing slowly, and they are by no 
means all low-waged. 

No wonder many Royal Mail staff 
refused to deliver the BNP leaflets. 

The British workers’ image has been 
plastered over the side of the BNP’s 
“truth truck”, better known as the lie 
lorry, a white Iveco advertising vehicle 
with Northern Irish registration plates. 
It toured the country during the 
campaign, though remarkably almost 
all the many pictures that appeared 
on BNP websites showed it cruising 
empty streets. 

The BNP claimed to have bought the 
“truth truck” last year after a successful 
appeal to supporters to raise the 
£26,550 needed. In his 2009 New Year 
address, Griffin wrote, “your cash 
allowed the party to buy our very own 
state of the art advertising lorry and roll 
out the first of many nationwide Truth 
Truck Tours”. 

It turned out to be another deception. 
Mark Croucher, a UKIP activist and 
freelance journalist, had obtained a 
county court judgment for several 
thousand pounds against the BNP 
for infringement of copyright for using 
one of his photographs without 
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Duped: BNP supporters pose with the lie lorry 
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permission. When bailiffs tried to 
enforce the judgment by seizing the 
vehicle the BNP’s solicitors responded 
that: “the goods referred to are 
registered in the name of another 
person who ... has no connection with 
the judgement debtors”. 

The BNP’s campaign has run into 
other money troubles. In March the 
party started appealing for the £395,000 
needed centrally to fight the European 
election. It included £210,000 to print 
29 million leaflets, though this was not 
entirely honest as each region was also 
expected to raise the money itself for its 
own leaflets. It was because London 
region was unable to raise enough that 


it only had the A5 version of the BNP 


leaflet, according to Bailey. 

There was also £25,000 for billboard 
advertising during the final two and a 
half weeks of the campaign and an- 
other £25,000 for newspaper adverts, 
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including the online adverts that 
have appeared, though not for long, on 
local newspaper websites. All feature 
the stock American “British workers” 
picture. 

A thermometer-style graphic on the 
BNP website showed rapid progress up 
to a bit over £325,000 and there it stuck. 
A succession of increasingly desperate 
campaign emails to supporters pleaded 
for donations to raise the final £90,000. 

But the party could not leap the final 
hurdle. On 11 May David Hannam, the 
BNP deputy treasurer, passed on a letter 
from Griffin to branch fund-holders 
(the BNP term for treasurers) asking 
them to make all surplus funds available 
to Central Office “ASAP”. “Work with 
me on this it really is all hands on deck!” 
the letter ended. 

On 18 May another campaign email 
appealed for the final £35,393, although 
the thermometer graphic, no longer on 
the BNP site’s home page, still showed a 
shortfall nearer to £60,000. 

The BNP claims to be receiving 
100 enquiries a day at its new call 
centre, the fruit of its “rapid expansion 
plan’, which Griffin claims raised 
£85,000 to equip four new party offices 
across the country. At its campaign 
launch in Grays the BNP proudly 
showed a film of its new staff hard at 
work in near identical surroundings. 
A sceptic might wonder whether 
was the same office filmed from 
different angles. 

Amid all the bad __ publicity 
surrounding the BNP, the party grabbed 
the chance to crow after The Sun 
printed a story about a damaging BNP 
local leaflet that attacked the Gurkhas. 
The BNP said the leaflet was a forgery, 
The Sun took the story off its website 
and Griffin lied blatantly that he had 
always supported the Gurkhas. Had a 
maverick BNP supporter decided to set 
his very own Reichstag fire to kick new 
life into a faltering campaign? 

The latest BNP begging letter 
implored: “It is crucial that we win a 
seat”. It was a far cry from the “six or 
seven” seats the party thought possible 
when Griffin appealed for funds in 
March. His desperation was palpable, as 
was his very personal interest in the 
outcome. “If you want to see me elected 
on June 4th ... Help me now!” he wrote 
in a postscript. 

The BNP has poured everything into 
this campaign. Griffin’s emails repeat 
the mantra, “We won't get a second 
chance! It’s now or never”, and he is 
probably right. If the BNP cannot make 
it in the present political and economic 
climate, it never will. ~<a 
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BNP ‘hijacker’ at the centre of newlie 


By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party’s lie 
machine went full speed ahead in 
a bid to distance the party from a 
convicted racist. Driving it was the 
man who wanted to “hijack the word 
British” for the BNP. 

The BNP claimed it had taken the 
“Daily Mirror's scalp” in a “victory over 
lying media. But the carefully 
constructed deceit was entirely the 
BNP’s. 

Under the heading “BNP mum Helen 
Forster led kids’ race attack’, the Mirror 
reported on 19 May how Forster had 
received a ten-month suspended 
prison sentence for intimidation after 
leading a mob of children, some as 
young as ten, to throw eggs and fire an 
airgun at an Asian neighbour. 

The report said that after being 
sentenced at Maidstone Crown Court, 
Forster, who has previous convictions 
for dishonesty and drug possession, 
called on the council to “move on’ 
Meherjan Miah. “And yes, I’m still in the 
BNP,’ she declared. 

The BNP lost no time in mobilising 
its “rapid response team’. Paul Golding, 
the coordinator of the party's “Op- 
eration Fightback”, rushed to film an 
interview with Forster on the doorstep 
of her home at 95 Park Place, 
Gravesend, in which she denied ever 
having joined the BNP. 

Facing the camera Golding, a BNP 
councillor in Sevenoaks, explained: 
“Now soon as this smear was put 
up online on the Daily Mirror's 
website, | contacted our membership 


department and asked them to check 
all of our records going back many 
years and she is not on_ there 
whatsoever”. 

In response to Golding’s questions, 
Forster denied being a“paid member” 
though admitted to having worked 
as a graphic designer for the party. 
She went on to agree with him that 
the Mirror report was “basically 
incorrect” and “absolute nonsense’, 
and had misquoted her. 

The interview was rushed onto 
the BNP website so quickly that 
despite some clumsy editing it was 
still possible to hear a man inside the 
house saying “it was a_ joint 
membership, it was a family thing and 
her name was put on it” 

Golding had been disingenuous, 
to say the least, in claiming that 
her name did not appear in the 
BNP’s membership records. She had 
joined the BNP before her marriage 
broke up and was listed under her 
married name of Helen Colclough at 
the same address. 

But Golding knew that. How else 
had he been able to find her so 
quickly, when Forster does not appear 
in telephone directories or the online 
electoral register? 

Not only was Golding a liar, he had 
persuaded Forster to lie for the BNP 
as well. 

Earlier this year Searchlight revealed 
that Golding, who was elected to 
Sevenoaks Council in February, had 
declared, “We have hijacked the Union 


Convicted racist Helen Forster: Paul Golding 
filmed her telling lies for the party 


Flag, now we must hijack the word 
‘British”. He also referred to British 
people as “illiterate”. 

He was one of the main drivers of 
the BNP’s so-called “truth truck” and 
has also appeared in a BNP video of 
activists supposedly hard at work at 
the BNP’s new “contact centre”. 

Speaking triumphantly about his 
“exposure” of the Mirror on the BNP 
website, Golding threatened the 
paper with legal action “to make sure 
that they are punished for this 
outrageous fabrication. 

“This latest story utterly discredits 
these media rats, and the public 
will now be able to soberly assess 
the veracity of all future anti-BNP 
smears against this background,’ 
he continued. 

All that Golding has proved is that it 
is only the BNP and Golding himself 
who devise and publish smears 
and lies, ~<a 


Caught out again 


THE BNP NEW “contact centre” is 
being “flooded out with over 
10,000 enquiries every day,’ 
according to Jim Dowson, the 
party's “administration consultant” 

A video on the BNP website 
shows a handful of activists hard 
at work answering calls, noting 
down details in longhand and 
sending out information packs. 
Assuming, optimistically, that it 
takes a person an average of two 
minutes to deal with an enquiry, 
and that BNP staff work seven 
hours a day excluding breaks, it 
does not take much to work out 
that the party would need nearly 
50 full-time staff. 

It doesn’t look anything like that 
number on the video. And the 
100,000 information brochures 
that Griffin claimed the party had 
printed would not go very far at 
10,000 a day. Liars one and all! 
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WITH ALL -EYES “ON THE 
EUROPEAN ELECTIONS it would 
be easy to ignore the English county 
council elections on the same day. 
Unlike previous years the BNP has been 
careful not to make any public 
projection of the number of seats it 
expects to win. This is probably wise. 
In the past the party has made wild 
overestimates of its chances, paving the 
way for dangerous demoralisation 
among its activists when the predicted 
gains fail to materialise. 

Elections are taking place in 27 
county councils and seven unitary 
authorities on 4 June and 2,324 seats are 
up for grabs. The BNP is contesting 
only a fraction of these, with 428 
candidates nationally. Only in Essex is 
the BNP putting forward a full slate of 
75, though many are paper candidates 
who, if elected, would have to travel 
long distances to their divisions. 
The party is also fielding 27 candidates 
in neighbouring Hertfordshire. 

The BNP has, as expected, fielded a 
large number of candidates in Cumbria 
where local activists hope to ride on 
the coattails of the European election 
campaign. Nick Griffin heads the 
BNP’s European list in the North 
West and that region and the 
Midlands are where the party is 
focussing much of its energy. 

In Cumbria it is fighting 41 seats out 
of a possible 84 with the party targeting 
Allerdale, Carlisle and Copeland. 
In Lancashire the BNP is fielding 21 
candidates out of a possible 84 with 
Mark Cotterill flying a lone flag for the 
rival England First Party in Preston 

East. Another BNP priority is 

Leicestershire in the East Midlands, 

where the BNP is standing 

48 candidates out of a potential 55, 

almost a full slate. In North 

Yorkshire, where the BNP has been 

trying to make progress of late, the 
party is standing in only 13 of the 72 
seats on offer. One of the unlucky 13 is 
Andrew Brons, number one on the 
Yorkshire and The Humber BNP 
European ticket. 

The minor parties are fielding only a 
smattering of candidates, though the 


English county — 


council elections 


National Front’s decision to contest the 
Greater Heanor division in Amber 
Valley has infuriated the local BNP 
whose candidate, Cliff Roper, fancies 
the seat for himself. 

A few other elections are taking place 
on 4 June. The BNP is contesting 
mayoral elections in Hartlepool, North 
Tyneside and Doncaster. It is also 
contesting some town and parish council 
elections and a handful of by-elections. 

The BNP council election broadcast 
was screened on 13 May. Griffin tried 
to link the BNP to the MPs’ expenses 
scandal to give the impression that the 
BNP were “decent people, not pigging 
politicians”, forgetting all about the 
allegations of financial impropriety that 
have been levelled against him over the 
years by party colleagues none too 
impressed that he once used party 
funds to build an extension to his house 
under the guise of it being a party 
conference centre. 

The lacklustre broadcast, which 
failed even to move many of the party’s 
supporters, gave a few of the BNP’s 
councillors the chance to sing their 
own praises, despite the reality of the 
BNP’s “do nothing” councillors being 
somewhat different. Lest viewers forget 
that they were watching a BNP 
election broadcast Griffin reminded 
them that funding to all “PC minority 
projects” (in other words, any 
expenditure from which ethnic 
minority people might benefit) would 
be cut if the BNP were elected. 

Curiously the BNP website also 
features a second broadcast which, it 
claims, was “rejected” for broadcast, 
though without giving any reason why, 
other than perhaps that it was more 
underwhelming than the first. 

The BNP has sought to gain wider 
coverage for its campaign by advertising 
in local newspapers and their websites, 
including the Duly News, Echo News, 
Kidderminister Shuttle and Stourbridge 
News, all of which now carry a BNP 


‘slogan, typically “British Jobs for 


British Workers”, on their mastheads 
or website home page. Why the 
newspapers in question opted to take 
the fascist shilling is unclear. ~<a 


The BNP is standing for 428 seats in 
the county council and unitary 
authority elections. Our map shows 
where they are concentrated. 
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The far right is strongly opposed to the 
European Parliament and the 
European Union in general. Yet across 
Europe this June far-right parties are 
lining up to contest the European 
elections in the hope of winning 
representation. Why? Because election 
to the European Parliament brings 
large financial rewards that could 
transform the domestic fortunes of 
groups such as the BNP. 
In this respect the European elections 
matter. Here Searchlight examines the 
parties, personalities and prospects 
of the European far right in the 
27 EU member states. 
(Some very small parties 
are omitted.) 

IRELAND 


FRANCE 
MEPs: 72 


2004 result: National Front (FN) 1,684,792 
(9.8%) 7 MEPs, National Republican 
Movement 0.3%, Movement for France 
1,145,469 (6. 7%) 6 MEPs, Rally for France 


Far-right parties contesting 
the 2009 European election 


GERMANY 


MEPs: 99 


2004 result: NPD 241,678 (0.9%), 
Republicans (REP) 485,691 (1.9%) 


eo 


Trondheim a 


SWEDEN 


DENMARK 
MEPs: 13 


2004 result: Dansk Folkeparti 
128,789 (6.8%) 1 MEP 


Parties standing: Danish 
People’s Party 


Leader: Pia Kjzersgaard 


UNITED KINGDOM 
MEPs: 72 
2004 result: BNP 808,200 (4.9%) 
Parties standing: BNP 

Leader: Nick Griffin (BNP) 


NETHERLANDS 
MEPs: 25 


2004 result: List Pim Fortuyn 
121,192 (2.6%). New Right 

15,663 (0.3%) 

Parties standing: Freedom Party 

Leader: Geert Wilders 


DENMARK 


KINGDOM NETHERLANDS 


Beccium . GERMANY 


291,227 (1.7%) 


Parties standing: German People’s 
Union (DVU), REP 


Luxembourg CZECH REPUE 


Parties standing: FN, Party of France (PF) 
Leaders: Jean Marie Le Pen (FN), Carl Lang (PF) 


PORTUGAL 
MEPs: 22 


MEPs: 50 
2004 result: Spanish Falange 


Leaders: Matthias Faust (DVU), 
Rolf Schlierer (REP) 


AUSTRIA 
MEPs: 17 AUSTRIA 


2004 result; Freedom Party (FPO) 
9 
155,856 (6.3%) 1 MEP EV OVENIA 


Parties standing: FPO, Alliance for eo 


13,728 (0.1%), Falange 2004 result: National Renewal 
Espanola de las JONS (FEJONS) Party (PNR) 8,640 (0.1%) 


the Future of Austria (BZO) 
Leaders: Heinz Christian Strache 


4,308 (0.03%), National Parties standing: PNR 


(FPO), Josef Bucher (BZO) 


Democracy (DN) 6,175 
(0.04%), Authentic Falange 
(FA) 1,990 


Parties standing: Spanish 


Alternative (AE), DN, FA, 
FEJONS, National Front (FN), 


Leader: José Pinto Coelho 


BELGIUM 
MEPs: 22 


MEPs: 72 


Social Republican Movement 
(MSR) 


Leaders: Rafael Lopez Diéguez S P 
(AE), Manuel Canduela (DN), 


2004 result: Flemish Interest (VB) 930,700 
(23.2%) 3 MEPs, National Front (FN) 
181,000 (7. 5%), New Front of Belgium 

1 26,000 (1.1%) 


2004 result: Social Alternative 
398,036 (1.2%) 1 MEP, Tricolour 
Flame (FT) 236,016 (0.7%) 1 MEP, 
National Alliance 3,759,243 (11.5%) 


Enrique Antigtiedad (FA), 


Parties standing: VB, FN, Wallonia First (WD) 


9 MEPs, Pino Rauti 46,827 (0.1%) 


Diego Marquez Horrillo 
(FEJONS), Juan Antonio 
Llopart Senent (MSR) 


Leaders: Bruno Valkeniers (VB), Daniél 
Huygens (FN), Francis Detraux and Juan 
Lemmens (WD) 


Parties standing: New Force (FN), FT 


Leaders: Roberto Fiore (FN), 
Luca Romagnoli (FT) 


SWEDEN *No far-right parties 

are standing in 

MEPs: 18 Cyprus, Estonia, S 
2004 result: Sweden Democrats Ireland and 

(SD) 28,303 (1.1%), National Luxembourg. 

Democrats (ND) 7,209 (0.3%) a =e 


FINLAND 


MEPs: 13 
2004 result: None stood 


Parties standing: Real Finns 


Leader: Timo Soini 


Parties standing: SD, ND, Sweden 
National Democratic Party (SNDP) 
Leaders: Jimmie Akesson (SD), 


Marc Abrahamsson (ND), 
Pawel Grunneholm (SNDP) 


FINLAND 
LATVIA 
MEPs: 8 
2004 result: LNNK 170,819 (29.8%) 4 MEPs LITHUANIA 
St. Petersbu| Parties standing: Osipova Party (OP), All MEPs: 12 
forLatvia(VL)LNNK 2004 result: None stood. 
ALAND RU Leaders: Jevgenijs Osipovs and Sergejs 


Parties standing: Lithuanian Centre Party 
Leaders: Arunas Grumadas, Eugenijus 
Skrupskelis, Arunas Gumuliauskas, 
Alvydas Valeisa, Romualdas Ozolas 


ISLANDS Denisovs (OP), Imants Paradnieks and 


Raivis Dzintars (VL), Robert Zile (LNNK) 


POLAND 
MEPs: 50 
LITHUANI 2004 result: League of Polish Families 
969,689 (15.9%) 10 MEPs, Samoobrona 
656,782 (10.8%) 6 MEPs, Union of Real 
Politics 113,675 (1.9%) 
Parties standing: Libertas 
Leaders: Declan Ganley (chair), Daniel 
Pawlowiec, Wojciech Wierzejski, Artur 
Zawisza, Piotr Slusarczyk 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
MEPs: 22 


2004 result: National Coalition 2,944, 
Republicans of Miroslav Sladka 
15,767 (0.8%) 

Parties standing: Workers Party (DS), 
National Party (NS), Republican Party 
of Czechoslovakia (SPR-RSC) 


Leaders: Tomas Vandas (DS), Petra 


Edelmannova (NS), Miroslav Sladek 
POLAND (SPR-RSC) 
SLOVAKIA 
MEPs: 13 ROMANIA 
* 2004 result: Slovak National MEPs: 33 
od Party (SNS) 14,150 (2.0%) 2004 result: Greater Romania Party 
SLOVAKIA Parties standing: SNS (PRM) 5 MEPs 
Leaders: Jan Slota Parties standing: PRM 
Leader: Corneliu Vadim Tudor 
HUNGARY 


ROMANIA 


HUNGARY 


SLOVENIA MEPs: 22 
MEPs: 7 2004 result: 


Wa a Ba MIEP 72,177 (2.4%) 
2004 result: New Slovenia 101,914 (23% : ae F 
1 MEP, Slovene Democratic Party Parties saiehy: Jobbik 
BULGARIA 76,674 (1 7%) 1 MEP Leader: Gabor Vona 
2004 result: None stood a ee ee eee 
Parties standing: Slovene National Party 

Parties standing: Attack : oe 

: Leader: Zmago Jelincic 
Leader: Volen Siderov GREECE 


BULGARIA 
MEPs: 17 


MEPs: 22 
2004 result: LAOS 249,449 (4.1%) 1 MEP, 
Elliniko Metopo 15,129 (0.3%) 

Parties standing: Golden Dawn and 
LAOS 

Leaders: Nikolaos Michaloliakos 


(Golden Dawn), Georgios Karatzaferis 
(LAOS) 


GREECE 


2004 result: Imperium Europa 1,603 (0.6%) 
Parties standing: Imperium Europa 


Leader: Norman Lowell 


Gete 


Election 
overview 


Bruno Gollnisch MEP 
(left) may retain his 
seat, but Roberto 
Fiore MEP (second 
Lisesnn (148) ieclarecyice} 
lose his. Simon Darby, 
BNP deputy leader 
(Cafe ]ah8) ale) eX-1). <6) (0) 1a) 
his fascist comrades 
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From Graeme Atkinson in Berlin 


lections affecting 500 million 

people in 27 EU member states 

will be held from 4-7 June to fill 

736 seats in the European 
Parliament. That is two more countries 
than at the last election in 2004, 
because of the accession of Bulgaria 
and Romania. 

Member states employ a variety of 
voting systems so making predictions 
of the outcome is difficult, particularly 
as the electorate has become more 
volatile in some countries as a result of 
internal political factors. 

The UK is a _ prime example. 
The continuing scandal over MPs’ 
expenses has turned many voters away 
from the three main parties, especially 
Labour, leaving the way open for other 
parties to benefit. At the time of writing 
the UK Independence Party looks to be 
the main beneficiary, but the British 
National Party still believes its chances 
of securing seats have never been greater. 

Across Europe, far-right fringe 
parties are very much in evidence, 
contesting the ballot in 23 countries, the 
exceptions being Cyprus, Estonia, 
Ireland and Luxembourg. Even Malta 
has the long-time nazi headbanger 
Norman Lowell standing under the flag 
of his grandly-named Imperium 
Europa party, in the forlorn hope of 
winning one of the island’s five seats. 

If crackpot Lowell represented the 
spearhead of the far right’s intervention 
in the elections, there would be little to 
worry about. But the attempt by the far 


right to take up more room on the 
European bandwagon is taking place 
against a backdrop of increasingly 
difficult economic and __ social 
circumstances resulting from the world 
recession and, looming on the horizon, 
the spectre of massive population 
movements within and from outside 
Europe resulting from climate change. 

It is hard to measure the likely impact 
of the right-wing extremists and 
populists because these parties function 
with varying degrees of professionalism 
and competence. There are 57 MEPs in 
the outgoing parliament whose politics 
put) them’ to. the right (of) the 
conservative mainstream. This is more 
than double the 24 far-right MEPs in 
the 1999-2004 parliament. 

The more competent racist and 
right-wing populist parties that hold 
seats in the outgoing parliament are the 
National Front (FN) in France, Flemish 
Interest (VB) in Belgium, the National 
Alliance (AN) and Northern League 
(LN) in Italy, the Freedom Party (FPO) 
in Austria and the Danish People’s 
Party (DFP). 

Of these the biggest single group is 
the AN, with nine MEPs. They are 
joined from Italy by two from the 
far-right separatist LN, the convicted 
fascist terrorist Roberto Fiore, the 
fascist veteran Pino Rauti and a lone 
MEP from the fascist Tricolour Flame. 
The AN continues to rebrand itself as 
conservative and “post fascist” but its 
roots lie deep in Mussolini fascism. 

As for the rest, the FN had seven 
MEPs, now has four and looks like 
losing at least one. The VB has three 
MEPs and is likely to lose at least one, 
the Freedom Party has one MEP and 
hopes to gain another, while the DFP 
also has one MEP and could make gains. 

All these parties will field full lists of 
candidates but the FN is beset by 
internal financial and political crises, 
while the VB has seen sections of its 


electoral support and membership ebb 


away to the Dedecker List, the new kid 
on the Belgian populist block. 

It was noteworthy that in the previous 
parliament even the most serious 
attempt to weld together the disparate 


n the European elections 


right-wing extremist and populist 
parties, under the banner of the Identity 
Tradition and Sovereignty (ITS) group, 
failed at its first test. This stunt, 
promoted by Andreas Molzer of the 
FPO, was a flagrant bid to lay their 
hands on the huge amounts of cash and 
resources that official recognition as a 
parliamentary group brings. 

It blew apart when one of its 
members, Alessandra Mussolini, 
expressed her view that Romanian 
migrants were criminals, a move that 
did not endear her to her colleagues 
from the Greater Romania party, who 
promptly walked out, leaving the ITS to 
crumble and lose official recognition 
when its numbers fell below what was 
needed to form a group. 

Away from the more professional 
parties, the picture of far-right 
participation in the election is varied. 
In Germany, the two main far-right 
competitors, the Republicans and the 
Germany People’s Union, will compete 
with each other for the fascist vote and 
guarantee that the far right will again 
fail to gain an MEP. 

In Austria too there are two far-right 
parties standing, the Freedom Party and 
the late Jorg MHaider’s breakaway 
Alliance for the Future of Austria 
(BZO), which, polls suggest, might also 
grab a seat. 

In the Netherlands, the only 
recognisably far-right party on the 
ballot paper is Geert Wilders’s populist 
and fanatically Islamophobic Freedom 
Party (PVV), which might well provide 
the country’s first far-right MEP. 
Interestingly Wilders seems to want 
any MEPs elected for his party to 
plough a lone furrow and retain their 
independence from other far-right 
formations. This may be attributable to 
the fact that Wilders is strongly pro- 
Israel and knows only too well that 
other far-right parties are either overtly 
or latently antisemitic. 

In northern Europe, the DFP finds a 
little echo in Sweden where both the 
Sweden Democrats and its even 
more extreme offspring, the National 
Democrats, are fielding candidates. 
Neither holds any seats, a situation 


unlikely to change in this election. In 
Finland, the far right is represented by 
the bizarre anti-immigrant, anti-EU 
Real Finns party, which could sneak a 
seat under the country’s proportional 
representation system. 

On the Iberian peninsula, the anti- 
immigrant Partido Popular in Portugal 
has two MEPs and may retain them, 
but the fascist National Renewal 
Party, which is also standing, will not 
be sending any MEPs to join them. 
In neighbouring Spain, a ragbag of 
five fascist parties will stand for the 50 
available seats in the hope of winning 
one. Their prospects are not very bright. 
In the 2004 elections, the four fascist 
outfits that stood were lucky to take just 
over 1% of the vote between them. 

In Greece, voters will find Europe’s 
arguably most openly and _ violently 
nazi party, Golden Dawn, sharing the 
ballot paper with the other ultra-right 
outfit LAOS which has one MEP, 
Georgios Georgiou, who has a chance 
of re-election. 

In eastern Europe too the prospects 
for the far right look mixed. 
The outgoing parliament has 16 
far-right MEPs, ten of them from the 
homophobic and racist League of 
Polish Families (LPF). It is difficult to 
forecast the performance of the far 
right this time because the political 
configuration has changed with the 
formation of a new pan-European 
party, Libertas, led by the bitterly anti- 
EU Irish millionaire Declan Ganley, 
which is swallowing up huge chunks of 
the far right including the LPF and 
even a motley crew of nazi skinheads. 

Three parties will fight the election in 
Latvia — the ultra-right Osipova Party, 
which is linked to Russian nazis, the 
nationalist All for Latvia and the right- 
wing national conservative LNNK. 
The Waffen-SS supporting LNNK had 
four MEPs in the outgoing parliament 
but is unlikely to have so many this time 
round. The Lithuanian Centre Party is 
fielding candidates in Lithuania. 

Zmago Jelincic’s Slovene Nation 
Party (SNS) will fight for all Slovenia’s 
seven seats, on its strongly anti-migrant, 


pro-Serbia policies. The far right will 


‘their votes 


also try to make an impact in the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia, though it is 
unclear to what effect. 

In Slovakia, the extremist Slovak 
National Party, which wants the 
rehabilitation of Hitler’s bloodstained 
wartime puppet Josef Tiso, will 
campaign for re-election on its anti- 
Hungarian, anti-Roma and anti-Jewish 
policies. In the Czech Republic three 
racist and fascist parties, including the 
National Party led by the BNP’s friend 
Petra Edelmannova, are standing 
without entertaining much hope of 
election. Their ideas are reciprocated in 
the fascist Jobbik party in Hungary, 
which is also assiduously building up its 
own anti-democratic private army, the 
Hungarian Guard. 

In the two newest member states, the 
parties that have registered to carry 
the torch for racism and fascism might 
be termed “the usual suspects”: the anti- 
Turkish, antisemitic Attack in Bulgaria 
and the racist, antisemitic and 
xenophobic Greater Romania party 
in Romania. 

The number of far-right MEPs looks 
set to rise in the new parliament but 
whether they will succeed in forming any 
official groups is impossible to tell. At its 
biggest, the ITS was unable to command 
the support of even half the elected ultra- 
nationalists, right-wing populists, racists 
and fascists in the parliament. 

The biggest problem the nationalist 
right has is that it is not internationally 
minded and many of its protagonists 
would like nothing better than to 
slit each other's throats. All of them 
might share the same xenophobic, 
homophobic, _racist, antisemitic, 
anti-immigrant, anti-trade union, anti- 
Turkish, anti-EU and Islamophobic 
mindset and have the policies to match 
but they stand, largely for nothing other 
than idiotic ideas about racial 
superiority and autarchy. 

The tragedy is that a few million 
people will be deluded into wasting 
on them, which will 
allow them to get their snouts into the 
EU financial trough and so make 
Europe a less pleasant and less humane 
place to live. ~= 


From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


EIGHT PARTIES WILL fight for 
Austrias 17 seats in the European 
Parliament on 7 June. According to 
opinion polls the far-right Freedom 
Party (FPO) will improve on its current 
single seat while its equally far-right 
rival, Alliance for the Future of Austria 
(BZO), will struggle to enter the 
parliament in the first election since its 
foundation in 2005. 

Under the patronage of Andreas 
Mélzer, its lone MEP and passionate 
bridge-builder with _ right-wing 
extremist groups internationally, the 
FPO scents a strengthening of its 
position. As usual, it has launched its 
election campaign with extremist 
propaganda. “The Occident in 
Christian hands — the day of reckoning” 
screamed the FPO’s posters. 

The Islamic Denomination in 
Austria (IGGiO) denounced the slogan 
as anti-Islamic and antisemitic and 
countered with: “The Occident not in 
fascist hands!”. Christian churches 
likewise lambasted the FPO for its 
racist and sectarian stance. 

Rising concern about the constant 
stigmatisation of “non-Christians” and 
the defamation of people who do not 


belong to the so-called German cultural 
area take place against the background 
of an increasingly xenophobic and 
nationalistic environment in Austria. 


The Freedom Youth Ring, the 
FPO’s state-funded youth outfit, 
is contributing strongly to this 


unwholesome development and proving 
its “promotional creativity” with stickers 
showing a cigarette packet bearing the 
warning: “Mixed sort — immigration 
can cause death”. 

The BZO’s difficulty is trying to 
position itself somewhere between the 
conservative-right Austrian People’s 
Party (OVP) and the FPO. Its top 
candidate is the ultra-conservative 
Catholic fundamentalist Ewald Stadler. 
A former FPO MP, Stadler has only 
been with the BZO — a party that he 
mocked on its foundation in 2005 — 
since autumn 2008. He serves the 
German nationalist wing of the 
electorate and hopes to attract potential 
FPO voters. 

Second on the list is Jorg 
Freunschlag, a long-serving provincial 
politician and a faithful acolyte of the 
late Jorg Haider, the long-time leader of 
the FPO and founder of the BZO. 


Freedom Party looks for electoral gain 


His task is to collar the regional vote 
especially in Carinthia, his home 
province and BZO stronghold. 

Third is the bank official Matthaus 
Thun-Hohenstein, known until now as 
an OVP member and monarchist. He is 
supposed to indicate economic skill but 
it is somewhat misconceived at a time 
when everybody is raging at bankers for 
the economic crisis. 

Ambiguous slogans for the European 
election seem to be a general trend and 
the OVP is no exception, proclaiming 
“Europe votes, Austria decides”. 
The biscuit in this “contest”, though, is 
taken by the parliament’s own PR team, 
which uses a stupidly provocative way to 
encourage people to vote. Its billboards 
show a defensive wall opposite a hedge 
with the question “How open should 
our borders be?” 

Motivation is sorely needed because 
in 2004 only 42.4% of Austrians voted 
but this sort of campaigning is too 
reminiscent of the rhetoric and 
symbolism used by far-right groups that 
campaign to shut out the world from 
Austria. The adverts do create publicity 
but, rather than stimulating voters, they 
tend to polarise opinions. ~= 


D Polish rightists may form bloc with Tories 


THE BRITISH Conservatives and the 
Polish Law and Justice Party (PiS) may 
elerevela) =) (eliaia aie)alsauiiave) e)gelelo) ja) als 
aUicejoyerlay eigielancaie  elelg  cliucis 
fiat) (lcl@g(ejer if imelinig) olga) cclelelany 
are correct. 

PY Slasicle iiecies Wee aaelelacce| 
italgcicy eles cle(e) Walia) sais celaaeicie (ela 
leader William Hague visited Poland to 
eliyeuins (ola) ciate mele (ele is(er-lany 
were quick to announce an agreement 
aglaneleciian Werle clitiaes celle| ares 
materialise, because the well publicised 
Elaieces jf daisy wince) melliaiecenicidalansals 
did not fit the new image cultivated by 
BEWiel (@-yelaeea, ciesici lesan 
eleleaviaiesae-)e(ela) WES Niro) (claian, 
lakevaarelelarejeie ae) igeiuiese| areegieler 
Caicae ge ceumm Seg co je 


Education Minister, Roman Giertych. 

Now two years on from the collapse 
els dal Gloravetie| (ele\iciggianisale als 
Melee lave) daclig talejaien ine) me)icia| 
idlosleny lice clerelie) elm@étsiiare) 1 [e)iald 
group. PiS MEPs are currently members 
of the small Union for a Europe of the 
INE Valeyeks ceiceleley acele(iuarcie Win ifclend(e]ays 
Italian MEPs from the National Alliance 
and Northern League, the toxically anti- 
Haaeai(elglaie Byala) meleleli-ks 1m-]agy, clare! 
the Irish nationalists of Fianna Fail. 

@viggceiiny dal @elecisaeidiias of=1(e) are) 
to the much larger centre-right 
European Peoples Party (EPP). 
Wiisicia (@lencicela, eerere| fe)e (seule oh 
Tory leader he promised to leave the 
EPP but courting the PiS may turn out 
to be a seriously ill-advised move. 


The PiS was formed by the Kaczynski 
analgesia) PACs! (ola) ie) leiuarerdie-larie 
ENN? clave) eleeisie el-jaceldner lelimr-ling iis 
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Cis data |e erm ane\ice: ciucestelhy ia 
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EE Saeiccee cities aise (ttlelle) 
Maryja, the notoriously antisemitic and 
facieeaciine Gcjssle(e elelle)  Se-vaiela) 
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VB settolose an MEP 


Wim Haelsterman reports from Brussels for AFF/ Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


BELGIUM ELECTS 22 MEPs on 
7 June. Thirteen will represent the 
Flemish community, eight the French- 
speaking community and one the 
German minority in eastern Belgium. 

Three far-right parties are taking 
part in the race to get their snouts into 
what they perceive as the EU gravy 
train: Flemish Interest (VB), the 
National Front (FN) and a newcomer, 
Wallonia First. 

The European election is being held 
simultaneously with the regional 
elections, which attract more national 
media coverage because of the 
importance of regional politics in 
Belgium. The results can have a huge 
impact on the federal government. 
This is especially true this year as 
Belgium has been in a political , 
crisis since summer 2007, so 
outcome will be decisive for 
the future of the Belgian state. 

Of the far-right parties | 
only the VB is likely to get 
anyone elected. If the opinion ¥ 
polls are right it will probably 
lose at least one of its three 
MEPs... Whe once 
successful VB has had to 


idelaver-lantciayr-li kia (e(-to) (oye \’aul ia ay kr] ko) 
accepted numerous Polish nationalist 
radicals into its ranks. 

One of them is Michal Kaminski 
(pictured), a leading PiS member, who 
is rumoured to be the likely leader 
oli lay meliiaesigiatia) | m0ige) elcr\ a) 
Parliament faction. His career is 
remarkable. As a young man at the 
beginning of the 1990s, he was a 
aalelanleleeelemarcuewre@cie \rd(e)ar-li s(ie)| agg 
(oye olt-larel (Olea) elaicelass iiyixeailare) ite) 
ital: (Niclilelare|, Geeta) lalla VA@al\ih 


lave] elcteclaaisy caren) cele alt <lucelarelyy 
nationalist views. 

In 1999, Kaminski made a much- 
peje) |felkyeve) ugie) ce) Mejavele)a) xe) (ga(-i-aa lao, 
pay tribute to the murderous former 
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deal with a lot of internal conflicts and 
pressure from the right-wing populist 
Lijst Dedecker (LDD), which has 
lured away many of its activists, several 
MPs and a lot of its voters. The VB 
also faces competition from the more 
moderate nationalist New-Flemish 
Alliance (N-VA). 

Frank Vanhecke MEP (pictured), the 
former party president, heads the VB’s 
list of candidates. His re-election is 
expected but will not deflect attention 
from the fact that the party is in deep 
trouble. His successor, Bruno 
Valkeniers, has signally failed to develop 
strategies that can enable the party to 
defeat its rivals on the right. The VB’s 
slogan, “This is OUR country”, is 
hardly an inspiration. 

The VB’s pressing problems 
have shoved it into “back to 
basics” mode with a sharp 
focus on “those who are 

guilty”, namely immigrants, 
asylum seekers, traditional 
politics and “lazy socialist 


Walloons”. The Flemish 
separatist perspective has 
been exhumed and 


VB 


revived with the 


loudly claiming to be the only party that 
can lead Flanders to autonomy. 

In Wallonia only the yet-again 
“renewed” FN stands a tiny chance of 
getting a candidate elected. To get that 
far, the notoriously clumsy party needs 
close to 10% of the Francophone vote, 
a difficult though not impossible 
objective. The FN has not had an MEP 
since 1999 after its president Daniel 
Féret lost his seat. J P Borbouse, a 
veteran but uninspiring far-right 
politician, heads its European list. 

The FN’s campaign symbol is the 
infamous broom, which is controversial 
as its first use was by Rex, the Belgian 
Nazi party, before the Second World 
War. The VB also used the symbol in 
the early 1990s. 

The microscopic Wallonia First has 
managed to organise itself well enough 
to participate in the elections, which is 
pretty much its main achievement. 
This outfit, led by former FN activists, 
has nothing going for it and will play 
no role at all. It profiles itself as 
a regionalist non-separatist party, 
defending the interests of the Walloon 
region in a rather old-fashioned and 
bigoted far-right manner. ~= 


memories of the nationalist violence 
against minorities there in the 1920s 
and 1930s. In 2001, Kaminski was busy 
mobilising the population of Jedwabne 
Fler-liabcialiaal ole) ae-|eiucae)aalaarcianve)¢-)a(olacye) j 
the wartime pogrom against Jews. 

In 2004, he became a PiS MEP and 
was the first Polish MEP to make a 
yofcteva a) (a) iualcy (m0 ice) olcr-lp) lal relanala 
As the party's main public relations 
specialist he was credited with the 
Rivleacin (o)¢ ley ((-edo)e-|| (@-ipereriiela ia) 
2005. In 2007, he became an official 
spokesman of President Lech 
Glerayarsi at e|aleld elie 9) ele) pe)f alts ele)! acer) 
(in addition to physical) heavy weight. 

Vee Teale =) (alony welicia) (ele)iiace-|| 
ferlagy 1 iicleliare) muicelerer-ia) ciaa@alel 
candidates who have been linked with 
Elgitcsiie Vice igi alipewaciejqa 
Libertas, whose platform is opposition 
ie) Sicejesia piccele ee, wil ciel 
list that includes Ryszard Bender, a 
historian at the Catholic University of 
EVieliia, Were c2(e) (9) 40/08 ela celle) 


Maryja that Auschwitz was “not a death 
camp but a labour camp” and that 
‘Jews, Gypsies and others were killed 
by hard labour, not always that hard, 
and not always killed”. 

Another Libertas candidate, Anna 
Sobecka, is also known for her 
laldalukiteidca ef-lel diare ifeleiarcrelle) layer 
Wiel ai ark eciclar(ae)ale(cianiarcre) o)’iale)ear-]a) 
and civil rights groups for its antisemitic 
broadcasts. Both Sobecka and Bender 
are former members of the Polish 
parliament and belonged to the League 
(oli me) leva) erslanilitsey clacelealaiee)ge rial cy-1a(e)a) 
Naess aalcealelciey clic ieliaiicre) Avia 
Elaiiciciaiaries, la) P0074 Selelce.c) larel 
Bender were elected to the Polish 
parliament under the PiS banner. 

melviave(ae (laa) sulejeve ge ggojas Bicler-ia) 
Ganley, the Irish — Eurosceptic 
multimillionaire, Libertas has attracted 
members of both the League of Polish 
eagles ale aa Ale weline \felviag) =) 
pelejetc i fre (ee Sqalg(-rie, e/ceitje: 
it will put up 128 candidates. 


International 


3 Racists hopeful of success 


From Anne Jessen for Demos and Antifa-Net in Copenhagen 


THE DANISH PEOPLE’S Party 
(DFP) is the only far-right party that 
will contest the European election and 
hopes to better its previous efforts. 
The DFP has seats in the national 
parliament and dwarfs its extreme-right 
extra-parliamentary rivals in both size 
and influence. Nevertheless it shares its 
extreme xenophobia,  anti-leftism, 
strong nationalism and bitterly anti- 
European attitudes with the tiny 
Danish nazi movement led by Jonni 
Hansen, the National Front of 
Denmark and the anti-Muslim groups 
Stop the Islamicisation of Denmark 
and Free Denmark. 

The DFP already has a firm 
foothold on the Danish political 
landscape after winning 14% of the 
popular vote and 25 seats in the 2007 
general election. It commands real 
influence, providing key parliamentary 
support for the liberal-conservative 
coalition under Prime Minister Lars 
Lokke Rasmussen, and has created 
political space for its opposition to 
immigration, opposition to Islam, 
economic nationalism and tough law 
and order policies. 


In the outgoing European Parliament 
the DFP had only one representative, 
Mogens Camre, who is notorious for 
his extreme anti-Muslim outbursts. 
Soon after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, he 
declared, “Muslims are infiltrating all 
western countries. A few of them might 
have good things to say about us but 
they are only waiting until there are 
enough of them to conquer us ... the 
enemy is among us ... they are a fifth 
column and shouldn't be here.” 

Camre is part of the right-wing 
Union for Europe of the Nations 
parliamentary group and has close 
contacts with the extremist Belgian 
Flemish Interest (VB), whose 
members have often visited Denmark as 
guests of the DFP. On 18 April 
they took part in a meeting of the 
anti-Muslim Free Press Society of 
which some DFP activists are members. 
At the meeting the controversial 
cartoon of Mohammed was published 
in a new form. 

Last year the DFP played host to the 
anti-Muslim Dutch parliamentarian 
Geert Wilders in Copenhagen and has 
been campaigning for him to be allowed 


to speak at an international conference 
on freedom of speech in June organised 
by the Danish Integration Ministry. 

The DFP’s list of ten candidates for 
the European election is headed by 
Morten Messerschmidt, now back in 
the party after resigning three years ago 
following revelations that he had stood 
in Copenhagens Tivoli Gardens 
making the Hitler salute and singing 
the outlawed first verse of the German 
national anthem. 

The DFP sets great store on avoiding 
any public links with nazis or other 
right-wing extremist groups and has 
expelled people for alleged contact with 
nazis, which goes some way to explain 
Messerschmidt’s hasty disappearance. 

Also on the DFP list are Kenneth 
Kristensen, who has a conviction for 
racism, and Jette Plesner Dali, a former 
member of the so-called Women for 
Freedom organisation, which appears to 
exist for the sole purpose of opposing 
female Muslim headdress. Interestingly, 
Dali left this racist outfit because she 
thought its views were too soft. There is 
plenty of room for her and other 
hardline racists in the DVP. ~= 


)=\\ Fascists go head-to-head 
By Mikael Ekman for EXPO in Stockholm 


SWEDEN’S TWO biggest far-right parties, the Sweden 
Democrats (SD) and the National Democrats (ND), will go 
head-to-head in the European elections on 7 June. 

The SD’s campaign will be led by the party’s leaders 
Jimmie Akesson and Bjorn Séder, while the front runners 
for the ND will be Marc Abrahamsson, the leader, and the 
party secretary Vavra Suk. 

Neither national nor democratic, the ND, which split 
from the larger SD in 2001, has a close relationship with 
Nick Griffin, leader of the British National Party. Abramsson 
and Suk regularly attend the BNP’s Red, White and Blue 
festival. Abramsson led the so-called Action Group (AKG), 
which provides muscle for Swedish fascist meetings and 
visiting fascists such as Griffin. This heavy mob is largely 
composed of members of the Blood and Honour network. 

In 2003, Abramsson was sentenced to 18 months’ 
imprisonment (reduced to four months on appeal) for 
assault and convicted for rioting for his part in a fascist 
attack on a Gay Pride festival in Stockholm. At the time, 
Abramsson was an ND candidate in the 2004 European 


election. He became chairman after his predecessor was 
sent to jail for 16 months for brutally assaulting his partner. 

The SD, which has about 3,200 members, was set up in 
1988 and brought together thugs from almost every racist 
and nazi group then existing. Many of its activists have 
criminal convictions and the party has had to bar them 
from standing for election. 

Neither of these extremist mobs is likely to gain MEPs. 
Their track record in national elections is abysmal, the SD 
and ND polling 2.93% and 0.06% respectively in the 2006 
general election. 

Despite that, both have been busy internationally. The SD 
has obtained observer status with the Alliance for Europe 
of the Nations (an extension of the Union for Europe of the 
Nations group in the European Parliament) as part of its 
policy of cuddling up to the much more influential anti- 
immigrant populist Danish People’s Party. The ND, for its 
part, courts the BNP, the German nazi National Democratic 
Party, the French National Front and the former Ku Klux 
Klan leader David Duke, who lives in Austria. ~ 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


FOR JEAN-MARIE Le Pen, leader of 
the National Front, the European 
election is the most important in years. 
It gives him the chance to gain a big 
cash transfusion for his party, which is 
so close to bankruptcy that it has put its 
headquarters up for auction, and to find 
out whether he still has any support 
among voters. 

A change of rules has prevented Le 
Pen from presiding over the opening 
session of the incoming European 
Parliament, a privilege previously 
afforded to its oldest member, but his 
campaign in southeast France is faring 
well. Likewise Louis Aliot’s campaign 
in the southwest and Marine Le Pen’s in 
the north have the support of activists 
and media interest. But the campaigns 
of other leading FN candidates, such as 
the deputy leader Bruno Gollnisch, a 
friend of the BNP, have scarcely 
managed to take off. 

The FN is running a relatively low- 
key campaign, through lack of funds 
and dwindling membership, using its 
usual tired old campaign themes: law 
and order, opposition to immigration, 
opposition to “big capital” and 
opposition to a supranational Europe, 
which it derides as a forerunner to a 
“world government”. 

Some of the candidates topping the 
FN’s slates are slightly newer though, 
because Carl Lang and Fernand Le 
Rachinel, both currently FN MEPs, 
have left to form the Party of France 
(PF), while Jean-Claude Martinez, who 
in September 2008 launched his own 
movement, the House of Life and 
Freedom, has reached an electoral 
agreement with Lang. 

Lang has been trying hard to 
assemble a European election list in 
northern France but even if he does his 
chances of winning election are slim. 
Hardly anyone attends his meetings and 
few activists and nationalist groups are 
supporting him because they are afraid 
of falling out with the FN. 

The so-called Popular New Right, 
which includes several former senior 
FN members such as Pierre Vial, has 
offered Lang its support, and the 
remnants of Bruno Mégret’s National 
Republican Movement (MNR), under 
the leadership of Annick Martin, will 
also back the PF’s campaign and has 
candidates on its slates. The PF might 


also enjoy the electoral support of the 
Identity movement, but that will not be 
enough to win a seat. 

The extreme right will also have to 
convince its voters not to switch to the 
two fringe conservative anti-EU lists: 
Philippe de Villiers’s Movement for 
France and Republic Awake, run by the 
arch-Gaullist Nicolas Dupont-Aignan. 

Villiers, who campaigns with the sup- 
port of Declan Ganley’s pan-European 
rightwing Libertas movement, has allied 
himself with the populist Hunting, 
Fishing, Nature and Tradition party. 
Dupont-Aignan fulminates against 
Brussels bureaucracy but does not target 
Islam and immigration, two of Villiers’s 
favourite scapegoats. 

Despite competition from the PF, the 
FN is now running at 8% in the opinion 
polls and could win up to 18% of voters 
in the 18-25 age group. In 2004, the 
FN polled 9.8% and hopes to win 
back some of the voters who defected 
to Nicolas Sarkozy in the 2007 
presidential election, but is very unlikely 
to retain its seven MEPs. 

Despite its generally low-key effort, 
the FN has managed to grab some 
media headlines with stunts such as 
new comments from Le Pen about the 


Last chance saloon for Le Pen 


wal 


existence of the Nazi gas chambers and 
the hijacking of Jean Jaurés, a major 
historic figure of the French left, for 
Aliot’s election posters. 

But occasional publicity cannot 
hide the fact that at grass roots level 
the FN is rapidly running out of 
steam. Only around 1,200 people took 
part in its traditional May Day march 
in Paris. 

Another far-right grouping seeking 
election is the infamous “Anti-Zionist 
List”, led by the frequently convicted 
racist black “comedian” Dieudonné. 
Obsessed with everything “Jewish” or 
“Zionist”, Dieudonné bizarrely claims 
to belong to the alternative left. At the 
time of writing, the precise composition 
of his slate is not known but several 
names have been mooted, including the 
Auschwitz liar Robert Faurisson and a 
representative of the Anti-Zionist Party 
of France. The French authorities are 
seeking to ban the list because of 
Dieudonné’s virulent antisemitism. 

The outcome of the election will 


‘probably be better for the FN than its 


2007 disaster but it will not stop the 
party’s decline which has made it a 
marginal force in French politics. —~< 
(With thanks to Jean-Yves Camus) 


International 


Griffin's 
friends may 
enter 
European 
Parliament 


From Janosz Malterikin 
Budapest 


JOBBIK, THE British National Party’s 
fascist friend in Hungary, is running 
candidates for all 22 seats. 

Founded in 2002, Jobbik has 
displaced and even absorbed parts of 
Istvan Csurka’s Hungarian Justice and 
Life Party (MIEP) and has established 
itself as Hungary’s main right-wing 
extremist force. Its nearly 2,500-strong 
private army, the Hungarian Guard, 
harks back to the murderous wartime 
Hungarian Nazi Arrow Cross. 

Jobbik’s main rival will be the right- 
wing conservative Fidesz party which 
shares many of Jobbik’s attitudes if not 
its policies. Fidesz is now regarded as 
“Jobbik Lite” because of its increasingly 
nationalist stance. 

Despite this, Fidesz is not sufficiently 
nationalist for Jobbik, = which 
campaigns on a platform of “Hungary 
for the Magyars”, meaning people of 
“true Hungarian origin”. Jobbik is also 
violently anti-EU, anti © (Jewish) 
capitalist, anti-globalist and, above all, 
antisemitic and anti-Roma. 

Its nationalism is not confined to 
Hungary because its long-term 
objective is to tear up all post First 
and Second World War treaties by 
awarding Hungarian citizenship to all 
Hungarians living as __ national 
minorities in neighbouring countries, 
a recipe for ethnic strife. 

Its other policies make no more 
sense. On law and order, it fulminates 
against “Gypsy criminality” while on 
the economy it employs strident 
rhetoric to claim that it will stop “the 
sell-out of Hungary to the EU”. 

Some opinion polls suggest that 
Jobbik will cross the 5% hurdle and 
win one seat in the European 
Parliament. Krisztina Morvai and 
party leader Gabor Vona head the 
Jobbik slate. 


No chance for far-right parties 


From Jens Breuer for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


in Hanover 


GERMAN VOTERS will find 28 
parties on their ballot papers for the 
European elections on 7 June. 
Two — the German People’s Union 
(DVU) and the Republicans (REP) — 
are from the extreme right. So far, 
their campaigns have been miserable, 
with a noticeable absence of election 
posters and leaflets. 

The DVU stood for the European 
Parliament for the first and last 
time in 1989 and got 444,921 votes 
(1.6%). Since then, the National 
Democratic Party (NPD), in recent 
years the only extreme-right party 
to achieve some success in regional 
elections, has failed at the European 
level. 

Five years ago, NPD and DVU 
formed the “Pact for Germany” and 
divided up elections between them in 
a bid to avoid splitting the far-right 
vote. As the DVU will fight the 
European election, it is the NPD 
that will lead the campaign for the 
general election in September. 

The DVU’s front runner for 
the European election is Liane 
Hesselbarth, chair of the party’s 
parliamentary group in Brandenburg. 
Her expertise in EU matters is zero. 
The same goes for the REP’s lead 
candidate, Uschi Winkelsett, who is 
co-chair of her party. She has no 
knowledge of parliamentary work 
and is unlikely to get any in the near 
future. The REP’s only European 
election success was in 1989 when 
2,008,629 people voted for it (7.1%) 
giving the party six seats. The party 


declined subsequently, taking only 
485,662 votes (1.9%) in the last 
general election. 

In recent years, the REP has 
tried to network internationally 
with two extremist parties, Flemish 
Interest (VB) in Belgium and the 
Freedom Party (FPO) in Austria. 
Fillip Dewinter of the VB and Heinz- 
Christian Strache and Andreas 
Mélzer, both FPO, spoke a European 
congress organised by the REP in 
October 2007. The REP was invited 
to take part in an FPO conference in 
Vienna on 23 January 2009, attended 
by the French National Front, the 
Danish People’s Party, Attack from 
Bulgaria and three individuals 
from the small Pro Koln party. 

The aim of the Vienna gathering 
was to discuss the formation of 
a European Freedom Party in the 
European Parliament, modelled on 
the conservative European People’s 
Party. The DVU and NPD were not 
invited and will not be wanted in the 
future, Strache said later. 

Neither the DVU nor the REP 
have coherent agendas for their 
campaigns. The DVU_ emphasises 
that it is against the EU but not 
against Europe. Its aim is a strong 
“Europe of the  Fatherlands’”. 
Both oppose the entry of Turkey to 
the EU and declare that Europe has 
to stay “western”. The only original 
demand of either party is the 
REP’s call for Germany to quit the 
euro zone. 

The German extreme right knows 

it has no chance of gaining 

MEPs, More important, 
* especially for the REP, 
are the local elections 
in seven federal states. 
At the moment the two 
parties between them are 
defending 230 seats. ~<d 


DVU lead 
candidate Liane 
Hesselbarth (left) 
and her rival Uschi 
Winkelsett, who 
tops the REP list 
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AY New 4% hurdle may put 
fascists out of Europe 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE FASCISTS who greeted Roberto 
Fiore of New Force (Forza Nuova) and 
Simon Darby of the BNP with the stiff- 
arm salute in Milan are no different 
from those who did the same thing on 
the steps of the Town Hall in Rome to 
celebrate the election as mayor of 
Gianni Alemanno, a member of Silvio 
Berlusconi's People of Freedom party. 
The two incidents are an indication of 
the growing similarities between the 
far right and the governing coalition. 
This is especially true on important 
issues such as immigration and the 
attempt to put the partisans on the same 
level as the fascists who fought on 
Hitler’s side. 

Faced with the European election, 
the dilemma of Italy’s far right is 
whether to vote for Fiore’s FN and Luca 
Romagnoli’s Tricolour Flame, which 
have little chance of winning a seat, or 
add to the success of Berlusconi’s party 
and its ally, the Northern League, which 
is no less fascist (see Mario Borghezio’s 
declarations, Searchlight May 2009) and 
no less xenophobic. Their combined 
strength puts them at 47.2%, according 
to the latest poll. 

Berlusconi and his cronies are always 
hunting for the fascist vote. In last year’s 
general election the television tycoon 
highlighted his choice of a well known 
fascist sympathiser, Giuseppe Ciarrapico, 
as a candidate in the Lazio region. 
Why? “We need him”, said Berlusconi 
“he has important newspapers”. 

He had already recruited Alessandra 
Mussolini, the Duce’s granddaughter, 
offering her a government job. 
Last month, with the election campaign 
in full swing, Marcello Dell’Utri, the 
co-founder of Berlusconi’s party in 
1993 and now a Senator, proclaimed 
that “fascism did good things” and 
“Mussolini lost the war because he was 
too good a man”. In case people get too 
distracted by Berlusconi’s racist jokes, 
his family affairs and hair transplants, 
it’s clearly deemed useful to remind 
the electorate that fascist culture was 
present from the moment the party 
was set up — and still is. 

Meantime the Home Secretary 
Roberto Maroni, a member of the 
Northern League, was doing his bit by 


Gianni Alemanno (holding microphone): his election as mayor was greeted with fascist salutes 


satisfying the xenophobic sentiments 
that his party has so assiduously 
nurtured over the past decade. 
Hundreds of illegal immigrants who 
had neared the Italian coast, some 
already affected by dysentery and 
starvation, were captured, transferred to 
speedboats and sent back to Africa. 
Some Italian sailors involved in the 
operation condemned the order as 
“shameful and inhuman”. But 
Berlusconi himself stepped in saying 
that Italy must not become a 
multiethnic society. 

Hunting for a few more votes still, 
a Northern League representative in 
Milan proposed that immigrants in the 
locality should be provided with 
separate travel compartments. 

With a mono-ethnic society and 
racial segregation publicly advocated 
by government party representatives, 
what is left for the likes of FN and 
Tricolour Flame? 

The plight of thousands of homeless 
people struck by the earthquake in the 
Abruzzo region gave them a chance to 
display their charitable intent. The FN 
sent food, each box marked FN. 
Tricolour Flame did the same, though it 
was reported that some people rejected 
their help. FN militants have started 
selling half price bread on market stalls 
up and down the country as a way of 
canvassing for votes. Sometimes they 


stamp the loaves with the party logo. 
It may not help much, but they 
are desperate and every vote counts. 
Under a new law, only parties receiving 
at least 4% of the national vote will be 
entitled to send MEPs to Strasbourg. 
The measure was probably intended to 
weed out those parties that polled well 
below that percentage at last year’s 
general election but it has not worked 
out that way; 89 parties are standing for 
Europe including FN and Tricolour 
Flame, which won only around 1%. 

FN is standing alone with Fiore 
topping its candidates’ lists in all 
five electoral constituencies. Second is 
Mario Sossi, a former magistrate who 
was kidnapped by the Red Brigades in 
Genoa in 1973 and freed the following 
year. The first point in the FN 
manifesto is keeping Turkey out of 
Europe to protect its Christian roots. 
This explains why at the Milan 
meeting, as well as Darby and Bruno 
Gollnisch of the French National Front, 
Fiore invited Stratos Karanicolaou 
of the Greek-Cypriot Front Line 
(Proti Grammi). 

Fiore’s rival, Romagnoli, is heading the 
list for his Tricolour Flame. He has made 


‘an alliance with the far-right Social 


Right group. It looks like an attempt 
to attract the diehards of Gianfranco 
Fini’s National Alliance after its fusion 
with Berlusconi’s party. <q 


“s 


International 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


THE FAR-RIGHT populist and 
Eurosceptic Freedom Party (PVV) will 
be the main extremist contestant in the 
European elections. Its campaign front 
man is Barry Madlener, one of the few 
followers of the late Pim Fortuyn in the 
PVV and a former councillor for 
Livable Rotterdam, Fortuyn’s party that 
won 17 seats out of nowhere in 2002. 

Before the campaign kicked off, Geert 
Wilders, the PVV’s leader, toured 
several countries showing his racist anti- 
Islam film Fitna. In February, he was 
welcomed in the USA by the 
conservative Republican senator Jon Kyl 
from Arizona. As well as showing Fitna, 
Wilders gave interviews and raised 
money to pay for his expensive lawyer in 
the Netherlands to prepare his defence 
against charges of inciting hatred arising 
from his anti-Muslim remarks. 

Danish conservatives and the ultra- 
right Danish People’s Party (DFP) are 
demanding that Wilders will be invited 
to a government-sponsored conference 


Searchlight 
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in Copenhagen on religious extremism. 
And the viciously racist Italian 
Northern League MEP Mario 
Borghezio has requested that Fitna be 
screened in the European Parliament 
building in Brussels, but his demand has 
been officially rejected. Borghezio also 
failed in his attempt to show the late 
Theo van Gogh’s film Submission there 
in 2005. 

Meanwhile, the French human 
rights organisation, Académie du 
Développement Durable et Humain, is 
calling for the prosecution of Wilders 
who claimed last year in New York that 
“many areas of France are no-go areas 
for women without a head scarf”. 

The PVV wants to abandon the EU 
and insists that Turkey must not 
become a member state “in a thousand 
years”. According to Madlener, “Turkish 
culture is an Islamic culture and 
incompatible with our western culture”. 
The PVV’s slogan is “We are going for 
the Netherlands” and “Defend Dutch 
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interests in the European Parliament”. 

Madlener and Wilders have already 
said they will not join any parliamentary 
group with Flemish Interest (VB), the 
French National Front or the Alliance 
of Liberals and Democrats for Europe. 

Wilders is number ten on the PVV’s 
candidates’ list, which consists of a 
former policeman, former _parlia- 
mentary assistants of the PVV, a media 
freelancer, a columnist and a civil 
servant from the Foreign Ministry. 
The party expects to win four seats but 
polls forecast only three. 

In 2010, the PVV aims to participate 
in local elections in Rotterdam, 
The Hague, Den Helder and Venlo. 
Wilders intends to launch a sequel to 
Fitna, for which he claims to have had 
help from people in New York and 
Hollywood “whose movies have been 
screened in Dutch cinemas”. 

Opinion polls give the PVV 32 seats 
in the Dutch general election in 2011, 
making it the biggest party. 
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end of April. Nevertheless, she claims 
she “stopped” the bus from going to 
Bradford by writing to the police 
sometime in May. When one of our 
readers rang her, she confirmed she 
hadn't actually “read the magazine for 
months, someone read it out to me over 
the phone”. With respect, I believe this 
sacred Nordic art is also known as 
astrology. Big Idiot. 

Far be it for me to put a dent in the 
revolutionary struggle, but if you're 
wanting to build a_ revolutionary 
movement, you should not piss the 
funds up the wall. Poor old Paul 

_ Morris, aka the stay-at-home Green 
Arrow, had to go begging among the 
blogging community for the money to 
pay for his internet connection at the 
end of April. 

It’s not been a good time of late for 
Morris, who has taken to blogging his 
fantasies about not just other BNP 
members, but our publisher and his wife 
too! How that helps while Morris is 
“jerked back to life” by the sound of 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, while all 
the time he’s also “filled with 
excitement” at the prospect of meeting 
his “fellow kinsmen” is beyond me. 
Perhaps he should get out more, 
preferably before the court order arrives 
taking possession of the former caravan 


; of love from where Morris’s wife 

absconded recently. 
Mm ai GG, oa Mn While the BBC was fawning all over 
Griffin in the run-up to the Euro 


elections, old Nick’s memory con- 
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By Matthew Collins 


The tiny British People’s Party (BPP) is 
a laugh a minute amd a letter a month. 
According to the dubious word of Kate 
Dermody, aka Kate Read, she can get 
anything done by writing one of her 
haughty letters to people who, as a 
matter of fact, normally bin them, but 
she does like to claim responsibility for 
the most banal of occurrences. 

Take the mutual decision by our 
editor, the Daily Mirror people and our 
comrades at Hope Not Hate Yorkshire 
back in February not to take our red 
battle bus to Bradford during the 
election campaign. It was something to 
do with the trajectory and it being “too 
far and too slow” (the bus journey, not 
Bradford) at the end of the day. 

The person who presumably used to 
photocopy Searchlight and distribute it 
among Kate’s BPP comrades has clearly 
joined everyone else in leaving the party 
so she had not seen the map showing 
the HOPE not hate bus tour route in 
our May issue, published towards the 


veniently deserted him over the 
outrageous expenses claims by our 
elected elite. He himself looked a little 
“piggy” not that long ago, after his 
members contributed handsomely to 
the extension on his home. 

Griffins memory loss does not end 
there. On 6 May he wrote, “so far this 
year we have had over 6,500 enquiries 
from the public” and “approximately 
100 enquiries a day since November 
compared to around 10 a day this time 
last year”. 

Two days earlier he had written that 
200 people a week were now joining the 
party and “we are also dealing with 
nearly 1,000 enquiries every week 
(that’s up from 90 just a year ago).” 

So, how many enquiries was that 
since 1 January exactly? Was it 6,500 
as stated, or 12,500 (100 a day over 
the 125 days to 6 May)? Or was it 
17,570 (1,000 a week over the 17 weeks 


‘and four days to 4 May)? Confused? 


That’s OK, youre probably not 
responsible for the budgets BNP 
councillors laughingly submit to 
various local authorities each year. ~d 


Investigation = its 


Poisoning wells, muddying waters 
Arthur Kemp's exit strategy 


Gerry Gable and Ketlan Ossowski investigate 


fter a 13-year clash with 

Searchlight’s intelligence 

and analysis team, the 

British National Party’s 
South African career intelligence 
officer is getting ready to flee the UK 
for what he thinks will be lusher and 
safer pastures in the USA, Searchlight 
can reveal. 

Arthur Kemp, who was linked to 
the assassination of the ANC activist 
Chris Hani in April 1993, has built 
an international reputation on the 
extreme right through his books. 
Best known is his 596-page white 
supremacist tome entitled March of 
the Titans: a history of the white race. 
A classic on the far right, it claims to 
be a history of 35,000 years of the 
“white race and its destiny” and is 
recommended reading for more 
intellectual BNP members. 

Excalibur, the BNP’s merchandising 
outlet which Kemp runs under an 
“annually renewable licence’, sells the 
book alongside his earlier “eyewitness 
account” of the extreme-right South 
African terrorist organisation the AWB, 


id other true stories fro 
Southern Africa 


»» Arthur Kemp 


and an anti-Muslim diatribe entitled 
Jihad, which claims that “Europe is set 
to be overrun” by “violent Islam’. 

His most recent book, The lie of 
apartheid and other true stories from 
South Africa, published earlier this year, 
appears to be an attempt to deny most 
of the accusations levelled against 
him since it was revealed that he had 
been recruited as an agent for the 
security services of the murderous 
South African apartheid regime while 
studying at Cape Town University. 
He later became a journalist after 
completing his national service. 
Stories have circulated for years that he 
might be a double or even triple agent. 

Since joining, or being directed to 
join, the BNP, Kemp has held a series of 
crucial roles and has made himself 
near-indispensable to Nick Griffin, 
the party leader. He is also one of the 
BNP’s most popular speakers. 

In 2007 Griffin carved out an elite 
party membership status. Only “voting 
members” would be allowed to 
participate at the party's annual 
conference and vote on resolutions. 
Members only qualify for this status if 
they had been in the party for at least 
two years and also had to meet activist 
and ideological training conditions. 

It was Kemp who was put in charge 
of ensuring that “voting members” had 
the required level of ideological purity. 
He remains responsible for writing the 
BNP’s education and training manuals, 
the content of the website and 
overseeing “Radio RWB”. 

Kemp's past also put him in an ideal 
position to help Griffin purge the BNP 
of dissidents and critics by using the 
tools of his trade: lies, distortion and 
fabricating “evidence”. During the 
BNP’s “winter of discontent” in 2007- 
08, Griffin party opponent Sadie 
Graham discovered that her computer 
had been hacked and equipment 
looted from her home by a BNP heavy 
mob acting on behalf of the party's 
counter intelligence and_ security 


team. Heading this department is 
Lance Stewart, a long-time fascist who 
spent most of his life in South Africa as 
a police colonel in Natal before retiring 
to the UK. 

More recently details have emerged 
of an attempted sting by Kemp that 
bears strong similarities to a South 
African attempt to damage Searchlight 
two years ago. 

On that occasion a man _ who 
described himself as “a member of 
management of the South African 
National Intelligence Coordinating 
Committee” tried to entrap Searchlight 
into hacking BNP computers. Francois 
Strauss was told to get lost in no 
uncertain terms and we attended what 
was for the South African Intelligence 
Service a very embarrassing session 
with its head of station in London, 
during which we_ handed _ over 
documentary evidence of the attempt 
to compromise us. 

Significantly this exercise occurred 
soon after we revealed Kemp's past 
and his growing importance in the 
BNP. After we had seen through 
Strauss we received information that a 
South African hit man was operating 
in the UK and linked to the nazi terror 
group Combat 18. 

This was an attempt to scare us off, 
but it only increased our determination 
to put a stop to Kemp's unhealthy 
activities on behalf of the BNP. We have 
always believed Kemp's role in the Hani 
assassination went far beyond _ his 
admitted handover of a list of names to 
Gale Darby-Lewis, the wife of Clive 
Darby-Lewis, one of the two men 
convicted for the murder. The list 
included Nelson Mandela and Hani, 
who was general-secretary of the 
South African Communist Party. 
Kemp claimed the list was journalistic 


* research. In reality it was a hit list. 


Searchlight has continued to pursue 
Kemp. Our intelligence work resulted 
in the collapse of the BNP’s Excalibur 
operation in North Wales and the 


A ceennemneeeal 


Marriage of convenience? Arthur Kemp (left) with his new American wife Jeannine take a rest from dispatching leaflets at the BNP’s rented 


warehouse in Welshpool 


recent exposé of the warehouse in 
Welshpool, where Kemp oversaw the 
packaging and dispatch of the BNP’s 
29 million leaflets destined for free 
distribution by the Royal Mail. 

Kemp must have felt his position 
threatened, what looks like another 
well rehearsed operation was quickly 
brought into play. And just as Strauss 
did not originally contact Searchlight 
directly, but came via people in our 
European Network and the Southern 
Poverty Law Centre (SPLC) in the USA, 
so too did this approach come in a 
roundabout manner. 

Kemp's ex-wife Karen, who lives in 
South Africa after leaving the UK with 
their son and daughter, started a re- 
run of a Strauss-style operation by 
sending out emails purporting to 
contain photos of Kemp and their 
children, and scans of documents such 
as Kemp's birth certificate and some 
passes allegedly connected to his days 
as a student, police officer and 
journalist. The emails also made 
various allegations about Kemp's 
activities and Hani’s murder. 

Once again nothing was sent to 
Searchlight. Instead it turned up at 


Lancaster Unity (Searchlight’s partner 
in the Excalibur operation), SPLC, BBC 
Wales journalists working on an 
investigation into Kemp and Matthew 
Taylor, the Guardian journalist who 
with Searchlight’s help had pursued 
Kemp's connection to the Hani killing. 

After examining the material, we 
concluded that it was probably sent 
with Kemp's knowledge to reinforce 
his own version of events. 

In one of the most recent emails, 
Karen closed with the words, “what is 
not known is he [Kemp] also worked 
for British intelligence’. Was that 
a veiled threat to keep people off 
his back? 

Karen is either a knowing party to 
this attempted scam or plain thick. 
She now claims to have been set up by 
Kemp and his fellow South African 
exile Lambertus “Bep” Nieuwhof, who 
helps the BNP with some of its internet 
operations. But it was Karen herself 
who chose as her internet service 
provider Noisy Dinosaur, an outfit 
owned until recently by Nieuwhof. 

She alleges that Nieuwhof, whom 
she thought was a friend, allowed 
Kemp to read the emails she had been 


sending out to all and sundry. If that is 
the case, Kemp and perhaps Nieuwhof 
would be liable to prosecution for the 
very act they had tried to entrap us to 
commit two years ago. 

Kemp has a new American wife, 
Jeannine, and is pinning his hopes on 
one of his influential US far-right 
contacts helping him out with a 
job and the Green Card he needs to 
live and work in the USA. He already 
visits the country often, where he has 
links to some of the most hardline 
racist and antisemitic groups. His 
writings regularly appear in National 
Vanguard, the journal of the nazi 
National Alliance. 

He is also close to the racists 
and antisemites around Willis Carto, the 
grand old man of American antisemitic 
conspiracy theories, and his publication 
The Barnes Review, which relentlessly 
promotes Holocaust denial. 

Searchlight has spent the past few 
weeks alerting researchers to the 


flaws in the Karen Kemp information 


and its suspect nature. As ever we 
have not always been thanked for 
spoiling what people thought was a 
good story. | 
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By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
has been quick to exploit the “expenses” 
scandal engulfing Westminster by 
accusing all the political parties of having 
their snouts in the trough. In urging 
people to reject the mainstream parties 
BNP leader Nick Griffin claimed at the 
party’s election launch in Thurrock 
that his members were not in it for 
the money. 

However, after a quick analysis of the 
performance of the BNP’s councillors 
in Barking and Dagenham, it is hard to 
come to any other conclusion. 

Twelve British National Party 
councillors got elected in Barking and 
Dagenham in 2006 on the promise to 
be different. They told voters that they 
would fight for the interests of ordinary 
people — though the only people who 
have benefited are themselves. 


an white? 


BNP councillors have the worst 
attendance record in the borough. 
They fill the bottom seven places in the 
councillor attendance league. In fact, 
their best attending councillor is ranked 
only 28th of the 51 councillors. 

Despite not attending meetings they 
are quick to claim their £10,000 a year 
councillor allowance. 

Two BNP councillors are collecting a 
shocking £1,666 per meeting, by far the 
most expensive councillors in the 
borough. Six BNP councillors are costing 
local people over £1,100 per meeting. 
By comparison, the most expensive 
Labour councillor comes in at just £555. 

The BNP claims to be different from 
the other parties. It is. It is far worse. 
Several of its councillors have happily 
taken our money but not done what is 
required of them. i 
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RICHARD BARNBROOK 
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BNP VOTE TO CLOS 
TOWN SHOW s 


The BNP proposed to cancel the 

popular Dagenham Town Show in 

the alternative budget they 

submitted to the council in February. 

They wanted to slash the budget 

of the council's Events Team, the 

group that puts on and funds 
the July event. | 


UNPATRIOTIC 

While Britain celebrated a record 
medal haul at last year’s Olympics, 
the sour BNP councillors refused to 
support our athletes. They voted 
against a vote of congratulations 
for the team’s success proposed by 
the council. 


SCHOOLGATE OUTRAGE 


Parents and teachers were furious 
recently when BNP councillor 
Richard Barnbrook was caught 
filming children outside a 
Dagenham school. He even ignored 


a request to stop by the Headteacher 
and some parents, 
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LAWRENCE RUSTEM 

M'ETee| WEL ETT) 
Meetings total 103 
Meetings attended 70 
Attendance record 68% 
Rtelalg 32/51 
Cost per meeting £428 


CLARE DONCASTER 
VET Alibon 
Meetings total 51 

_ Meetings attended 18 
Attendance record 35% 
Rank 48/51 
Cost per meeting £1,666 


SANDRA DONCASTER 
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HERE ARE TOP TEN 

ATTENDING COUNCILLORS 

1 Val Rush (Gascoigne, Lab) 94% 

2 John Denyer (Whalebone, Lab) 92% 

3 James McDermott (Eastbury, Lab) 92% 
4 Indersingh Jamu (River, Lab) 91% 

5 Phil Waker (Village, Lab) 90% 
6 
7 
8 


Barry Poulton (Thames, Lab) 89% 

Fred Barns (Thames, Lab) 88% 

Evelyn Carpenter (Becontree, Lab) 88% 
9 Gerald Vincent (Longbridge, Lab) 88% 
10 Lee Waker (Village, Lab) 86% 


| JAMIE JARVIS 
ETc] WTILETs [3 
Meetings total 75 
Meetings attended 21 
Attendance record 28% 
Rank 51/51 
Cost per meeting £1,428 


DARREN TUFFS 


Meetings total 55 
Meetings attended 26 
Attendance record 47% 
Rank 45/51 
Cost per meeting £1,154 


*These calculations are based on the basic councillor allowance of £10,000 a year. 
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JACK JONES 1913-2009 


By Pauline Fraser 


JACK JONES, the former trade union 
leader who died on 21 April aged 96, was 
one of over 2,200 volunteers from Britain 
and Ireland who went to Spain between 
1936 and 1938 to defend the 
fo(elanvorer fal acer-)| Ware) (cretere es) oy-la) sala a\=10\0]0) Ce 
against Franco's fascists. 

From the mid-1930s Jack actively 
fought fascism in Liverpool, leafleting 
Oswald Mosley’s meetings and 
feyce)tocid are i assi(e(-om @ alum anle)(ommuar-lammela\= 
occasion he was beaten up and thrown 
out by fascist thugs. His anti-fascism was 
strengthened after he met Jewish 
refugees who told of their terrible 
experiences. News came to the Transport 
and General Workers’ Union, where 
Jack was a shop steward, detailing the 
arrest, imprisonment, torture and 
sometimes execution of trade unionists 
in Nazi Germany. 

When the Spanish Civil War started, 
Jack was a Labour councillor in Liverpool. 
His request to go to Spain to join the 
International Brigades was at first turned 
down. He was told he would be of more 
use organising the dockers and seamen 
of Liverpool in the TGWU. 

Jack was eventually allowed to go to 
svov-liaellianleyiare nance a(clarcreylan)(e]a1aicelanl 
France to Spain with a column of 
volunteers. The border had been closed in 
early 1937 under the non-intervention 
pact. Jack took part in actions in Aragon 
with members of the UGT, the Spanish 


The bravest of the brave: veteran International 
Brigaders at a reunion in 2008. Jack Jones is 
ire] ave | [are ml (climelmda\on=if(el-te(-uoy-|ala\cs 


socialist trade union confederation, and 
later, as commissar of the Major Attlee 
Company of the British Battalion, at the 
Battle of the Ebro. He was wounded in 
the shoulder in the fight for Hill 481 in the 
Sierra Pandols and returned to a heros 
welcome at Liverpool's Lime Street Station. 
| got to know Jack Jones in his later 
years when he became Chairman of the 
International Brigade Memorial Trust. 
The Trust is now a thriving organisation 
that includes the surviving British 
and Irish veterans, families, friends, and 
laisicolrclacne)maatuster-lalsian@lVIRUV<1a 

| knew Jack's reputation as a towering 
lite|0|reMe)muat=mar-(e (ome) alolamanre\-ian\cialar-]ae! 
founder of the National Pensioners’ 
Convention, as well, of course, as an 
International Brigader, so at first | was 
rather in awe of him, but his easy-going 
Yao lar-\slaaliavemantelalali@serelay ole laaarcrait 
my ease. 

Jack did much more than chair the 
IBMT Committee meetings, which he did 
firmly, consistently, but with good 
humour. He always had kind words for 
committee members who had carried 
out a task that had met with his approval. 
He made many fine and memorable 
speeches at IBMT events without the aid 
of notes. 

One of the first things he did for the 
Trust was to write to his many trade union 
contacts to ask for funding. It was due to 
Jack that we had the means to develop 


the thriving organisation that the Trust 
has become. 

An event | remember with particular 
pride was when Jack unveiled a plaque in 
2006 at Figueras, Catalonia. The plaque 
commemorated International Brigaders 
from all over the world who crossed the 
border from France to Spain to fight side- 
by-side with the Spanish Republican 
forces, just as Jack had done. | organised a 
sponsored walk in the 70th anniversary 
year of the formation of the International 
Brigades and the unveiling of the plaque 
in the Castle of Saint Ferdinand was part 
of that commemorative weekend. 

Jack Jones's last public act on behalf of 
the IBMT was on 7 December 2008 when 
he unveiled a plaque at Newhaven Fort, 
70 years to the day after the surviving 
British and Irish Brigaders returned. to 
Britain after the withdrawal of the 
International Brigades from Spain. 
After the ceremony, Jack and | cast 
some flowers, in the shape and colours 
of the Republican flag, into the river and 
watched them float out to sea. 

Jack often concluded his speeches 
with some lines from the old song, “Keep 
Right on to the End of the Road” 
Jack carried on the struggle right to the 
end. His life is an inspiration to everyone 
in the labour movement who _ is 
faoypalanlintcomcom-l-(e|(@-le [are mm reelanmmicolan) 
the world and seeing a better future for 
all working people. co 


photo: Mark Read 
(www.markreadphotography.co.uk) 
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70 years ago Britain went to war to keep out the Nazis. 
Seven decades later we could wake up on Friday 5 June to find we are 
sending Nazis back to Europe to represent us in the European Parliament. 


Wear our beacon of hope, celebrate the multicultural Britain we have 
become, help stop the nightmare happening. 


Available at just £14.99 from www.philosophyfootball.com 


@ 500,000 leaflets 
@ hundreds of activists 
@ one day to make a difference 


Sixty-five years ago hundreds of thousands of British, American, 
French and Commonwealth servicemen set sail to Normandy 

in a move that marked the beginning of the end of Hitler's 

Nazi Germany. 


Now, we are calling on a new generation of Britons to rise up and 


prevent our own fascists from gaining power in the European 
)[-Yoi d(o]ar-om Mal=iim lagt-Yer-meal(e] ayer] ©) el-t-] mantel e-aaalele(-leclucwelel 

in eli] lare(=tanvalarem eali(eksre)e)a\ ae) a c-lenyet-¥ eve @-lUhwalelait-ler-lal tian 
isthe same. 


On Tuesday 2 June the HOPE not hate. campaignis organising 
hundreds of activities acrossthe country. We want to distribute 
at least 500,000 leaflets urging people to go to the polls to 
defeat the BNP. 


J MUEW alolerelermenvoy(-n 7 alencr-ledjs ase mien seleieanee) 
keep Britain free-by defeatingfascism once 
again. Nowis-our time to stand upand-be 
counted. Please getinvolved. 


For details ofevents near you please visit 
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FINLAND 
MEPs: 13 
2004 result: None stood 

Parties standing: Real Finns 
Leader: Timo Soini 


MEPs: 18 


2004 result: Sweden Democrats 
(SD) 28,303 (1.1%), National 
Democrats (ND) 7,209 (0.3%) 
Parties standing: SD, ND, Sweder 
National Democratic Party (SN 
Leaders: Jimmie Akesson (SD), 
Marc Abrahamsson (ND), 
Pawel Grunneholm (SNDP) 


ies contesting 
yoean election 
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FINLAND 
SWEDEN 


MEPs: 8 
2004 result: LNNK 170,819 (29.8 


Parties standing: Osipova Party | 
for Latvia (VL), LNNK 
Leaders: Jevgenijs Osipovs and 


Denisovs (OP), Imants Paradni¢ 
Raivis Dzintars (VL), Robert Zil 


DENMARK 
MEPs: 13 


2004 result: Dansk Folkeparti 
128,789 (6.8%) 1 MEP 


Parties standing: Danish 
People’s Party 


Leader: Pia Kjzersgaard 


UNITED KINGDOM 
MEPs: 72 

2004 result: BNP 808,200 (4.9%) 
Parties standing: BNP 
Leader: Nick Griffin (BNP) 
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POLAND 


MEPs: 50 


2004 result: League of Polish Families 
969,689 (15.9%) 10 MEPs, Samoobro: 
656,782 (10.8%) 6 MEPs, Union of Re: 
Politics 113,675 (1.9%) 


Parties standing: Libertas 


Leaders: Declan Ganley (chair), Danie! 
Pawlowiec, Wojciech Wierzejski, Artu 
Zawisza, Piotr Slusarczyk 


NETHERLANDS 
MEPs: 25 


2004 result: List Pim Fortuyn 
121,192 (2.6%). New Right 
15,663 (0.3%) 


Parties standing: Freedom Party 
Leader: Geert Wilders 


DENMARK LITHUANT 


RUSSIA 


POLAND 
ns (REP) 485,691 (1.9% eevcium . GERMANY Be icrs3 
ns i : 
~ smbourc EPL DEOL AC 2004 result: Slovak National 
ding: German People’s buxembourg CZECH REPUBLIC MOL Party (SNS) 14,150 (2.0%) 
'U), REP 1 i 
: Parties standing: SN 
atthias Faust (DVU), SLOWAKIA ~ : anding: SNS 
rer (REP) AUSTRIA Leaders: Jan Slota 
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HUNGARY 


MEPs: 17 
2004 result: Freedom Party (FPO) 

155,856 (6.3%) 1 MEP 

Parties standing: FPO, Alliance for 
the Future of Austria (BZO) 


Leaders: Heinz Christian Strache- 
(FPO), Josef Bucher (BZO) 


ROMANIA 


SLOVENIA 


MEPs: 7 


2004 result: New Slove 
1 MEP, Slovene Demc 
76,674 (17%) 1 MEP 


Parties standing: Slove 
Leader: Zmago Jelinci 


BULGARIA 


MEPs: 17 
2004 result: None stood 
Parties standing: Attack 
Leader: Volen Siderov 


ALB ig 
GREECE 


BULGARIA 


MEPs: 72 

2004 result: Social Alternative 
398,036 (1.2%) 1 MEP, Tricolour 
Flame (FT) 236,016 (0.7%) 1 MEP, 
National Alliance 3,759,243 (11.5%) 
9 MEPs, Pino Rauti 46,827 (0.1%) 


Parties standing: New Force (FN), FT 


Leaders: Roberto Fiore (FN), 
Luca Romagnoli (FT) 


It: Flemish Interest (VB) 930,700 

3 MEPs, National Front (FN) 

(7. 5%), New Front of Belgium 
.1%) 

inding: VB, FN, Wallonia First (WD) 


3runo Valkeniers (VB), Daniél 
(FN), Francis Detraux and Juan 
s (WD) 


MEPs: 5 
2004 result: Imperium Eur 
Parties standing: Imperiun 
Leader: Norman Lowell _ 
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